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          The COVID-19 pandemic and the slowdown in economic activity have impacted the well-being of many U.S. families. Unemployment peaked at 14.7 percent in April, and remained above 8 percent in August. The CARES Act and the Family First Coronavirus Response Act used several short-term policy strategies to address this challenge. This brief provides projections of poverty rates and eligibility for Medicaid, TANF, and SNAP for the August to December 2020 period. Key findings are:


	Annual poverty for 2020 is projected to be slightly higher than 2019, and the number in poverty is expected to rise above 13 percent by year’s end.
	Medicaid/CHIP eligibility is projected to increase by seven percent over the August to December 2020 period.
	TANF eligibility is projected to increase by six to nine percent over the August to December 2020 period.
	SNAP eligibility is projected to increase by over 10 percent over the August to December 2020 period.
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    Files

                    
    Document

                        Poverty Projections (pdf, 251.4 KB)
            



                
    Document

                        Poverty and Program eligibility Projections - Appendix (xlsx, 14.85 KB)
            



            

  
    Topics

                        COVID-19
            |        Welfare, Welfare Reform, & TANF
            |        Poverty & Income Dynamics
            

  
    Program

                        Medicaid
            |        Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)
            |        Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)
            


  

  


  



      

          

      



    
    Return to top
  


      

      
                
          
            
                        

                  
          
                      
    
                  
    
    
    
                    
              
          
            About ASPE
            	
          About ASPE
        
	
          Leadership
        
	
          Offices
        
	
          Waivers & Exemptions
        
	
          Contact
        


          
        

          
                    
              
          
            Other Resources
            	
          ASPE Home
        
	
          HHS Home
        
	
          USA.gov
        
	
          Office of the Inspector General
        
	
          The White House
        
	
          Accessibility
        
	
          Budget / Performance
        
	
          Privacy Policy
        
	
          Nondiscrimination Notice
        
	
          FOIA
        
	
          Plain Writing Act
        
	
          No Fear Act
        
	
          Disclaimers
        
	
          Viewers & Players
        
	
          Glossary
        
	
          Common Acronyms
        
	
          HHS Vulnerability Disclosure Policy
        


          
        

          
                    
              
          
            Language Assistance
            	
          Spanish
        
	
          繁體中文
        
	
          简体中文
        
	
          Tiếng Việt
        
	
          한국어
        
	
          Tagalog
        
	
          Русский
        
	
          العربية
        
	
          Kreyòl Ayisyen
        
	
          Français
        
	
          Polski
        
	
          Português
        
	
          Italiano
        
	
          Deutsch
        
	
          日本語
        
	
          فارسی
        
	
          English
        


          
        

          
          

              
    
          

    
    
  





              

            

            

        
            
                  
    
  
    
          
          
Connect with Us


Don't miss the latest news from ASPE

Sign Up

        

  
  


  


            

          

                              

              


    

  
      
      
        
                    

                        
            
              
                              
                  ASPE.hhs.gov

                

              
                        
            
          


                      
                            
              
                              
                
                  Twitter
                
                

              
              
                            

                                          
                

                  
                                  

              
            

          
        

        

        
                  
            
                    
  
    
          
          Better Research for Better Policy


The Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation (ASPE) is the principal advisor to the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services on policy development, and is responsible for major activities in policy coordination, legislation development, strategic planning, policy research, evaluation, and economic analysis.
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