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          Home health agencies serve patients with a range of health care needs including those with short-term post-acute needs and the chronically ill with more long-term needs.  The purpose of this project was to examine the current approach to public reporting of Medicare home health agency quality with a particular focus on how quality measures perform for the diverse home health population. The results raise the possibility that public reporting is unfair to agencies admitting a relatively large share of patients who tend to have worse outcomes.  In particular, agencies with a relatively large share of clinically complex community admissions could be disadvantaged compared to agencies serving a large share of post-acute restorative care patients.  Analyses at the agency level, which were outside the scope of this project, are needed to understand the extent and impact of bias in risk-adjusted outcomes at the agency level as well as the relationship among agency and geographic factors, the types of individuals served, and patient outcomes.  While many questions remain to be answered, the findings from this project in several areas provide critical information needed by the Department in its efforts to assess and improve the quality of care provided to the diverse home health population. [172 PDF pages]
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The Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation (ASPE) is the principal advisor to the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services on policy development, and is responsible for major activities in policy coordination, legislation development, strategic planning, policy research, evaluation, and economic analysis.
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