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Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation

The Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation (ASPE) is the
principal advisor to the Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS) on policy development issues, and is responsible for major activities in the areas
of legislative and budget development, strategic planning, policy research and
evaluation, and economic analysis.

ASPE develops or reviews issues from the viewpoint of the Secretary, providing a
perspective that is broader in scope than the specific focus of the various operating
agencies. ASPE also works closely with the HHS operating divisions. It assists these
agencies in developing policies, and planning policy research, evaluation and data
collection within broad HHS and administration initiatives. ASPE often serves a
coordinating role for crosscutting policy and administrative activities.

ASPE plans and conducts evaluations and research--both in-house and through support
of projects by external researchers--of current and proposed programs and topics of
particular interest to the Secretary, the Administration and the Congress.

Office of Disability, Aging and Long-Term Care Policy

The Office of Disability, Aging and Long-Term Care Policy (DALTCP), within ASPE, is
responsible for the development, coordination, analysis, research and evaluation of
HHS policies and programs which support the independence, health and long-term care
of persons with disabilities--children, working aging adults, and older persons. DALTCP
is also responsible for policy coordination and research to promote the economic and
social well-being of the elderly.

In particular, DALTCP addresses policies concerning: nursing home and community-
based services, informal caregiving, the integration of acute and long-term care,
Medicare post-acute services and home care, managed care for people with disabilities,
long-term rehabilitation services, children’s disability, and linkages between employment
and health policies. These activities are carried out through policy planning, policy and
program analysis, regulatory reviews, formulation of legislative proposals, policy
research, evaluation and data planning.

This report was prepared under contract #HHS-100-03-0011 between HHS'’s
ASPE/DALTCP and the Urban Institute. For additional information about this subject,
you can visit the DALTCP home page at http://aspe.hhs.gov/_/office_specific/daltcp.cfm
or contact the ASPE Project Officers, William Marton and Hakan Aykan, at
HHS/ASPE/DALTCP, Room 424E, H.H. Humphrey Building, 200 Independence
Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20201. Their e-mail addresses are:
William.Marton@hhs.gov and Hakan.Aykan@hhs.gov.



OPPORTUNITIES TO IMPROVE SURVEY MEASURES

OF LATE-LIFE DISABILITY:
Part I--Workshop Overview

Vicki A. Freedman, Ph.D.
Polisher Research Institute

Timothy Waidmann, Ph.D.
Urban Institute

September 27, 2006

Prepared for
Office of Disability, Aging and Long-Term Care Policy
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
Contract #HHS-100-03-0011

Prepared for the Workshop on Improving Survey Measures of Late-Life Disability, held at the Urban
Institute, Washington, DC, May 17, 2005, funded by the HHS Office of the Assistant Secretary for
Planning and Evaluation. The views in this overview reflect those of the authors alone and do not
represent those of the authors’ affiliations or funding agencies. The authors are solely responsible for any

errors or omissions.




TABLE OF CONTENTS

VI O 1516 O 1 1 ] 1
EXISTING DISABILITY MEASURES ......cooiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee et 3
OPPORTUNITIES TO IMPROVING EXISTING DISABILITY MEASURES..........cccu.... 6
Advancements in the Conceptual Understanding of Disability...............cccevvvvviinnnnn... 6
Efforts to Standardize Measures Across Surveys and Countries...........c..uvveeeeeeeeeennn. 7
Advances in Measuring the Underlying Components of Disability ..................cevunnnn... 8
WORKSHOP RATIONALE AND GOALS ... 11
REFERENGCES. ..ottt ettt ettt ettt et e e e e eeeeeeeees 12
APPENDICES
APPENDIX A. Additional Tables ............oiiiiii 17
APPENDIX B. WOrKShop AgeNda .........cuiiiiiiiiieiiii e 23
APPENDIX C. Biographies of Workshop Participants and Organizers.................... 25



TABLE 1:

TABLE 2:

TABLE A-1:

TABLE A-2:

LIST OF TABLES

Measures of Activities of Daily Living in Select National Surveys.............. 5

Anchoring Vignettes to Measure Self-Care: 2002 World Health

Measures of Activities of Daily Living in Select National Surveys............ 17

Measures of Instrumental Activities of Daily Living in Select
NALIONAI SUINVEYS ... ..o e e e e 20



	survmeasI-report.pdf
	Advancements in the Conceptual Understanding of Disability
	Efforts to Standardize Measures Across Surveys and Countries
	Advances in Measuring the Underlying Components of Disabilit
	TABLE 2. Anchoring Vignettes to Measure Self-Care: 2002 Worl
	Vignettes
	Questions
	Response Categories

	TABLE A-1. Measures of Activities of Daily Living in Select 
	Household Component Survey
	Long-Term Care Supplement


	TABLE A-1 (continued)
	Screener

	TABLE A-1 (continued)
	TABLE A-2. Measures of Instrumental Activities of Daily Livi
	Household Component Survey
	Long-Term Care Supplement


	TABLE A-2 (continued)
	Main Questionnaire

	TABLE A-2 (continued)
	Workshop on Improving Survey Measures of Late-Life Disabilit
	AGENDA
	Introductions and Opening Remarks
	Break
	Innovations in measurement
	Standardizing Disability Measures II: The Use of Vignettes
	Measures of Physical Functioning in Late-Life

	Lunch
	Measures of Engagement and Participation in Later Life
	Linking Measures of Assistive Technology and Disability
	Measures of Environmentally-Determined Mobility Disability

	Break
	Considerations from the Field

	Closing Remarks


	Workshop on Improving Survey Measures of Late-Life Disabilit
	BIOGRAPHIES OF WORKSHOP PARTICIPANTS AND ORGANIZERS

	Susan Allen, Ph.D. (Brown University)
	Janet Fast, Ph.D.  (University of Alberta)
	Thomas Gill, M.D. (Yale University)
	Jennifer Madans, Ph.D. (CDC/NCHS)
	Ken Manton, Ph.D. (Duke University)
	DEB Potter, M.S. (AHRQ)
	James P. Smith, Ph.D. (RAND Corporation)
	Julie Weeks, Ph.D. (CDC/NCHS)






