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ORC Macro, TA contractor for the Welfare Outcomes Data Files, September 2001, compiled the following notes for researchers.  After reviewing the South Carolina Welfare Leavers Study data files and supporting documentation, the following items were found to be worth noting for future users:

1. Researchers should be aware that both the administrative and survey data files for this study are large.  Many programs will truncate the files when opening them, so it is necessary to first know the specifications for the program being used before opening the data for viewing or commencing analysis. 

2.
The South Carolina Welfare Leavers Study Public Use Data Sets contains three data files and their supporting documentation.  There is a survey data file (SCTANF_SURVEY.asc), an administrative data set for the full study population (SC_FULLADMIN.asc), and an administrative data set for just those sampled for the survey (SCTANF_ADMIN.asc).  The notes below are grouped according to the data sets. 

Survey Data File Notes (SCTANF_SURVEY.asc):

3.
Within the survey data file, SCTANF_SURVEY.asc, there is one duplicate MASTERID.  Researchers may choose to delete one when conducting their analysis. 

4. The original survey data file, SCTANF_SURVEY.asc, contained full birth dates for respondents.  ORC MACRO changed the birthdays all to blanks, but preserved the birth month and birth year to help ensure respondent confidentiality. 

5.
Within the survey data file, the following variables have undocumented codes:

	Variable
	Invalid code(s)
	# of Records with invalid code

	GENDERCL
	-9
	1

	ETHNICIT
	-9
	1

	Q3O_1
	*
	2

	Q9BO
	-8
	2

	Q9BO_1
	-8
	2

	Q1C_1
	*
	7

	Q25AC_1
	9
	12

	Q25EC_1A
	*
	3

	Q25EC_1A
	6
	10

	Q25EC_1A
	8
	4

	Q25EC_1A
	9
	2

	Q25EC_1B
	6
	1

	Q38BC
	-8
	18

	Q38BC_1
	8
	18

	Q41BC
	-8
	14

	Q41BC_1
	-8
	14



Researchers may choose to delete the records with the invalid codes, or to recode as they deem necessary before conducting analysis. 

6.
Within the survey data file, SCTANF_SURVEY.asc, the variables Q2C_1 through Q16C_1, Q19C_1, Q20C-1 are not well documented within the data dictionary included in sc-aspe-survey.doc.  Based on the survey questionnaire (which is their data dictionary), the codes probably represent the following: 1 - in the last 12 months, 2 - before the last 12 months, and 3 - during both periods. 

7.
Within the survey data file, SCTANF_SURVEY.asc, the variables Q23C_1 is not well documented within the data dictionary included in sc-aspe-survey.doc.  Based on the survey questionnaire (which is their data dictionary), the codes probably represent the following: 1 - yes and 2 - no. 

8.
Originally, the survey questionnaire (found as the data dictionary in sc-aspe-survey.doc) referred to Q23AC, Q23BC, Q23CC, and Q23C_1, but the record layout referred to Q23C, Q23AC, Q23CC, Q23C_1.  South Carolina verified that the record layout should have the same variables listed in the same order as the questionnaire itself.  ORC Macro updated the record layout and the SAS code to reflect this. 

9.
Originally, the survey questionnaire (found as the data dictionary in sc-aspe-survey.doc) referred to Q42C_10, but the record layout referred to Q42C10.  South Carolina verified that the record layout should have the same variables listed in the same order as the questionnaire itself.  ORC Macro updated the record layout and the SAS code to reflect this. 

10.
Within the record layout for the survey data there is a variable Q47C_3 that is not referenced in the data dictionary or the questionnaire.  The records themselves do not appear to be shifted out of position.  The item appears to be missing from the questionnaire and data dictionary. 

Administrative Data File Notes for Survey Sample (SCTANF_ADMIN.asc):

11.
Within the administrative data file for only the individuals sampled for the survey, SCTANF_ADMIN.ASC, there is one duplicate MASTERID; it is the same as the duplicate MASTERID as found in the survey data file.  Researchers may choose to delete one when conducting their analysis. 

12.
The original administrative data file for only the individuals sampled for the survey, SCTANF_ADMIN.ASC, contained full birth dates for respondents.  ORC MACRO changed the birthdays all to blanks, but preserved the birth month and birth year to help ensure respondent confidentiality. 

13.
In the administrative data file for only the individuals sampled for the survey, SCTANF_ADMIN.ASC, the variables GENDERCL and ETHNICIT have undocumented codes of  “-9.”  Most likely, these codes represent a type of missing data.  Researchers may choose to delete the records with the invalid codes, or to recode these values before conducting analysis. 

Full Administrative Data File Notes (SC_FULL_ADMIN.asc):

14.
Within the full administrative data file, SC_FULLADMIN.asc, there is one duplicate MASTERID.  Researchers may choose to delete one when conducting their analysis. 

15.
Within the original full administrative data file, SC_FULLADMIN.asc, respondents’ zip codes were included in the file as the variable LOCATION.  ORC Macro removed the variable LOCATION from the data file, and replaced it with blanks. 

16.
Within the full administrative data file, SC_FULLADMIN.asc, 128 of the 257 variables have an invalid/undocumented code of “*.”  Most likely, the asterisk symbol represents some type of missing data.  ORC Macro changed all formats of “1” in the SAS input statement to “$1” so the variables would be read in as character data and not numeric. 


Additionally, 126 of the 257 variables have invalid/undocumented codes of “-3.”  The table listed below represents only those variables where all the records contain the invalid code.  

	Variable
	Invalid Code(s)
	# of Records with Invalid Codes

	CASETYPE
	*
	All 10705 records

	TNFRBM00
	*
	All 10705 records

	ADLTBM12
	-3
	All 10705 records

	ADLTAM01 through ADLTAM12
	-3
	All 10705 records

	CHLDBM12
	-3
	All 10705 records

	CHLDAM01 through CHLDAM12
	-3
	All 10705 records

	TOTCBM12
	-3
	All 10705 records

	TOTCAM01 through TOTCAM12
	-3
	All 10705 records


17.
Within the full administrative data file, SC_FULLADMIN.asc, the variable CCLOSURE has invalid/undocumented cods of EI ( 1 record) and WM (3 records).
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