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ORC Macro, TA contractor for the Welfare Outcomes Data Files, September 2001, compiled the following notes for researchers.  After reviewing the Contra Costa/Alameda TANF Applicants and Leavers Study data files and supporting documentation, the following items were found to be worth noting for future users:

1. The Table of Contents for the CD ROM is organized first by file type, and then by alphabetized by file name within the file type.

2. Researchers should be aware that the survey data files for this study are very large.  Many programs will truncate the files when opening them, so it is necessary to first know the specifications for the program being used before opening the data for viewing or commencing analysis. 

3. The SAS input statement included in the public use files read the survey data in as characters.  The data have to be converted to real numbers either in the input statement or in the user’s software.  By first referencing the layout provided, and then editing the input statement, these data types are easily changed.

4. Annotated Survey 1 and Survey 2 instruments are available in hard copy format from the National Center for Health Statistics.

For the Survey 1 data:

5. Pages 4 through 12 are missing from the annotated survey instrument.  Researchers may use the Survey 2 annotated survey instrument in their review of Questions 6 through 33, and as a backup when a variable is not well documented in the Survey 1 annotated survey.

6. There are numerous “-9”s which appear to denote missing values.

7. The following variables have invalid/undocumented codes:

	Variable
	Invalid code(s)
	# of records with invalid code

	Q19
	5
	1

	Q106_CODE
	15 through 18
	3, 3, 2, and 4

	Q21_CODE
	34
	1

	HLTHYFAM
	3
	1


8. The following variables are not well documented or are undocumented:

FOCAL_AGE

FOCAL_JOB_Q39 (no data; all = -9)

FOCAL_JOB_Q42 (no data; all = -9)

Q38A_HRS

Q38B_HRS

Q44CODE (no code sheet provided)

Q45CODE (no code sheet provided)

Q51_CODE (no code sheet provided)

Q46UNITCODE (assume 1=weeks, 2=months, 3=years)

Q47

Q76W1M2Y3 (assume 1=weeks, 2=months, 3=years)

Q106_CODE (assume this refers to Q106 but there are 4 invalid values if that is the case)

DEPRESSED

CC_sub_use (value of 5 is undocumented; appears to mean “Not Aware”)
9. The following variables appear to be listed with different names in the data file and annotated survey:

	Listed in data file as:
	Listed in annotated survey as:

	INTDATE1
	DATE

	Q39B_3_HRS
	Q39C_3_HRS

	Q49_OTHER
	Q49_5

	Q103_CODE
	Q103

	Q104_CODE
	Q104


For the Survey 2 data:

10. There are numerous “-9”s which appear to denote missing values.

11. The following variables have invalid/undocumented codes:

	Variable
	Invalid code(s)
	# of records with invalid code

	I2Q66
	10
	1

	I2Q90
	0
	39 (assume these records should be coded 2; there are no records with a code of 2 even though 2 is a valid code)

	I2Q104
	15
	2

	HLTHYFAM
	3
	1

	
	
	


12. The following variables are not well documented or are undocumented:

I2Q38A_HRS

I2Q38B_HRS

I2Q46_UNIT (assume 2=weeks, 3=months, 4=years)

I2Q47

I2CC_sub_use (value of 5 is undocumented; appears to mean “Not Aware”)
I2DEPRESSED

I2OTR_ABUSE

I2VIOLENCE

13. The following variables appear to be listed with different names in the data file and annotated survey:

	Listed in data file as:
	Listed in annotated survey as:

	INTDATE2
	DATE

	I2Q46_UNIT
	I2Q46_TIME_UNIT

	I2Q47_UNIT
	I2Q47_TIME_UNIT

	I2Q83A

I2Q83B

I2Q83C
	I2Q83 (3 variables listed as one)


14. The data dictionary says that “No respondents indicated receipt of refugee assistance”.  However, the follow-up interview shows that 1 respondent did indicate refugee assistance.

