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ORC Macro, TA contractor for the Welfare Outcomes Data Files, compiled the following notes for researchers.  After reviewing the Illinois Department of Human Services Public Use Data for former TANF clients and supporting documentation, the following items were found to be worth noting for future users:

1.  The Table of Contents is organized by file type and then alphabetized by file name within file type.

2. Illinois reproduced their supporting documentation in a number of different computer formats, such as PDF, Microsoft Word, Corel Wordperfect.  As a result, there is a lot of redundancy in the documentation.  Users can access files in the format they are most familiar working with. 

3.   The data files originally came as text files; they have all been converted to ascii files.  Therefore, in the documentation whenever the file extension “-.txt” is present, it has since been converted to an ascii file with an extension of “-.asc.”

4.
Researchers should be aware that both the administrative and survey data files for this study are very large.  Many programs will truncate the files when opening them, so it is necessary to first know the specifications for the program being used before opening the data for viewing or commencing analysis. 

5.
The Illinois survey data includes 32 cases that were not part of the administrative sample.  It is the state’s belief that these people were most likely interviewed in error. As a result, they have assigned a RECKEY value of “-9”to these cases. 

6.
Within the administrative data file (IL-main.txt), there are 969 cases with a SURVFLAG value of “1”; these represent administrative records that correspond to an individual interviewed for the survey.  In cases were the individual was not interviewed, the SURVFLAG values is shown as “.”, or missing. 

7. Within the administrative data files, the quarterly figures do not match for food stamps or for Medicaid.

8. 
The SAS input statement included in the public use files read the administrative data in as characters.  The data have to be converted to real numbers either in the input statement or in the user’s software.  By first referencing the layout provided, and then editing the input statement, these data types are easily changed.

9.
Within the Illinois survey data file, the variables ATTEMPTS and PRETEST contain no information, because this information was identical for all the respondents.  The variable SROFPID is an internal UIS reference number, this number can be referenced if a researcher finds it necessary to contact UIS about a particular case. 

10.
The survey documentation (ILTANFSURVEY.pdf) for the variable V-1A2 and the variable in the survey data file V1A2A do not correspond.  

11.
The state asks to forewarn researchers that the administrative data demographic data starting with the variable CMBGENDER may be confusing, especially the codes for CMBRACE, CMBRACE2, and CMBRACE4.  The variable CMBRACE breaks down the category of race the most finely.  CMBRACE4 combines some of these categories; however the categories do not add as one would expect based on the CMBRACE.  CMBRACE2 uses only 2 categories (white/non-white), and it corresponds as expected to CMBRACE.  Use of these variables may be limited.

12.
Within the survey data files, numerous variables have values of “-5”, “-7”, “-8”, and “-9.”  There is no documentation explaining the meaning of these codes.  It is likely that these codes are being used to denote missing information; however, if there are differences in the types of missing information between these codes, it is unknown. 

13.
The State of Illinois provided the following notes to researchers for their survey data: 

a.  In the file ILTANFDOCM# please ignore the following: column width information, measurement level information, and missing value information.  

b.  The file has been edited so that values for multiple response items are only given for the first variable in the sequence.

c.  Data for questions not asked have been recoded to –9, per conventional coding instructions.

d.  When “don’t know,” “refusal” codes are in the values below, these generally were not recoded.

e.
When the conventional missing value codes are present, these have been recoded from the data; “-5” indicates missing value code resulting from the combination of missing value reasons.

14. In all of the administrative data files, the following variable names were changed: 

· childmed_XXX to chldXXX 

· EDUCATION to EDUCAT 

· CHILDMED_BM## to CHLDBM##  

Variable names were changed to less than eight characters so that researchers using a version of SAS that is less than version 8 will not have a problem reading the data and working with it. 

15.
The original Illinois survey data file contained a variable called, “XI6”, a respondent reported zip code.  This was removed and replaced with blanks to protect respondent confidentiality at the state’s request.

16.
The variable RECKEY is a unique identifying variable within both the administrative                                                                                                                                                                                and survey data files.  Researchers can use this variable to successfully merge the two data sets for analysis. 
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