Note to Researchers 

Using the Georgia Welfare Leavers Study

Public Use Data

September 2001

ORC Macro, TA contractor for the Welfare Outcomes Data Files, September 2001, compiled the following notes for researchers.  After reviewing the Georgia Welfare Leavers Study Public Use Data and supporting documentation, the following items were found to be worth noting for future users:

1.  Researchers should be aware that both the administrative and survey data files for this study are very large.  Many programs will truncate the files when opening them, so it is necessary to first know the specifications for the program being used before opening the data for viewing or commencing analysis. 

2.  The Georgia Welfare Leavers Study has two administrative data files. The “closedcase.asc” data file, in addition to administrative data, contains basic demographic information for the entire study population; it was used as the sampling frame for the survey component.  The “federalreport.asc” data file contains supplementary information on cohorts 1-6 concerning case closure such as food stamp receipts, work earnings, Medicaid, etc.  The notes below are organized according to the data file to which they refer. 

Closed Case Data File (closedcase.asc):

3.  While the data file guide for the closed case data file (Appendix C.rtf) states that the variable CLIENTID is a unique identifier, there are multiple records for1175 records.  There are several reasons why this occurs: 

(1) Georgia had a complex sampling design that involved rolling cohorts, so the data needs to be sorted by cohort.  Cohorts 16-17 should be saved as a separate file; they are part of a longitudinal component and are sample of cohorts 3-6.  These respondents were re-interviewed a second time one year after their first interview.  Therefore, there should be 1000 CLIENTIDS in the full file 2 times. 

(2) There are some duplicates that researchers may choose to delete from the following cohorts:

· Cohort 2 duplicate CLIENTIDs: 3251774, 250403568, 300306720, and 500119200.

· Cohort 7 duplicate CLIENTIDs: 45165295.

(3) Due to welfare recidivism, there are some individuals that were sampled into more than one cohort as time passed.  The following list contains CLIENTIDS that are actually the same individual but in the different listed cohorts: 

· 4243622.00
cohorts 5and 14   

· 9911843.00
cohorts 4 and 5

· 50200500.00
cohorts 12 and 15 

· 52921558.00
cohorts 1 and 15  

· 100578459.00
cohorts 7 and 12

· 100641984.00
cohorts 1 and 10

· 100709914.00
cohorts 6 and 15

· 102550134.00
cohorts 8 and 15

· 150063248.00
cohorts 2 and 4

· 150221430.00
cohorts 1 and 7

· 150250983.00
cohorts 6 and10

· 150477560.00
cohorts 1 and 13

· 150480192.00
cohorts 2 and 8

· 150974016.00
cohorts 3 and 4

· 151775756.00
cohorts 8 and 12

· 152160156.00
cohorts 9 and 15

· 154578736.00
cohorts 1 and 4

· 200061059.00
cohorts 10 and 13

· 201052099.00
cohorts 1 and 12

· 250201290.00
cohorts 1 and 13

· 250480480.00
cohorts 1 and 14

· 250841248.00
cohorts 4 and 5

· 251330015.00
cohorts 6 and 15

· 300267176.00
cohorts 9 and 15

· 350224119.00
cohorts 1 and 14

· 350406096.00
cohorts 1 and 6

· 350884714.00
cohorts 12 and 15

· 353364544.00
cohorts 3 and 5

· 353451115.00
cohorts 9 and 15

· 400140224.00
cohorts 3 and 4

· 400712410.00
cohorts 1 and 7

· 402322507.00
cohorts 8 and 13

4.  In the original closed case data file, there existed a variable title CASE, the TANF case number.  With the permission of Georgia, ORC Macro deleted this information from the data file in order to further protect respondent confidentiality. 

5.  In the closed case data file, the following variables are considered unreliable by Georgia: APPLDATE (application date), APDISPDT (application disposition date), ISNDT (issuance date).  The documentation states that these variables should have the format of YYYY-MM-DD (year, month, day), but the data in the corresponding fields do not represent dates.  

6.  For the variable RELAT, there is one record with an undocumented code of “OU;” Georgia says that this code means “ unrelated adult.”

7.  For the variable CITIZEN, there are two undocumented codes of “R” and “X.”  Georgia says that the “R” stands for “refugee” and “X” stands for “ineligible alien.”

8.  The variable EDUC is missing for all records; Georgia states that this is because the variable was not used.

9.  The variable CASESTAT has one undocumented code of “D.”  Georgia states that this represents “denied.”

10.  The variable SANCTION is not well documented; the data dictionary does not tell what it means or what the values represent.  Georgia originally was going to try and use these data to track sanctions against recipients; this did not work successfully so the data can be ignored. 

Federal Report File (federalreport.asc):

11.  While the data file guide for the closed case data file (Appendix D.rtf) states that the variable CLIENTID is a unique identifier, there are multiple records.  Georgia provides the following information on how to deal with these cases:

3251774 –   This is a duplicate record.  The one associated with CASE # 276064512 needs to be deleted.

9911843 -   This is the same individual.  The individual closed out of one case in cohort 4 and then was active in another case in cohort 5

154578736 –  This is the same individual.  Due to recidivism, the individual closed out of cohort 1 and then again in cohort 4.

300306720 –  This is a duplicate record.  Delete the one associated with case # 17801672.00.
400140224 -  This is the same individual.  The individual closed out of one case in cohort 3 and then was active in another case in cohort 4. 

12.  For the variable RACE there is an undocumented code of “9;” Georgia states that this represents the code “unknown.”

13.  For the variable MS there is an undocumented code of “0;” Georgia says that the variable was not used and therefore maybe deleted. 

14.  The variable EDUC is missing for all records; Georgia states that this is because the variable was not used.

15.  The variable CITZ has undocumented codes of “0” and “R;” Georgia states that “0” represents “missing” and “R” represents “refugee.”

16.  The variable WORKSTA has an undocumented code of “8;” Georgia states that this represents “required to participate.”

Survey File (interview.asc):

17.  The variable CLIENTID is supposed to be a unique identifier.  There are multiple records for 160 CLIENTIDs (3742 listed once, 156 listed twice, and 4 listed three times).  Georgia has provided no information for these duplications.  

18.  The variable QEMPLOY6 is not well documented in terms of which spaces contain year and which contain month and day but it appears to be in the format of YYYYMMDD (year, month, day).  There are 831 entries that start with 1900 suggesting there may be a problem with this variable.  

19.  The following variables are not included in the survey file documentation:

· NOPHONE

· QCARE1 - QCARE6

· QMODB210 - QMODB215 

· QMODC201 - QMODC204 

· TMODB1, TMODC1, TMODC10, TMODD1

· VBEGDATE, VBEGTIME

20.  The variables QMODB210 through QMODB215 cannot be located in the documentation, but they are included in the data file.  The variables QMODB216 through QMODB219 and QMODB21A and QMODB21B are listed in the documentation twice.  ORC Macro believes that the first mention in the documentation should list the variables as QMODB210 through QMODB215, but this has not been confirmed by Georgia. 

21.  The variables QMODC20A through QMODC20D are in the documentation but are not in the data file.  There is an unlabeled set of questions in the documentation following QMODC20A through QMODC20D.  

22.  The variables QMODC201 through QMODC204 are in the data file but are not in the documentation.  

23.  The variables QHARD10 and QHARD11 in the documentation are referred to in the data file as QHARD_10 and QHARD_11.

24.  The variables QMODB21 through QMODB29 in the documentation are referred to in the data file as QMODB2_1 through QMODB2_9.

25.  The set of variables from QACTIV_1 through QACTIV_6 are not well documented.  The set is referred to as QACTIV with 6 questions listed beneath.  There is a note above the set of questions that says “???? variable names”.

26.  The documentation says that variable QMODC19A was removed from the survey but the variable is included in the data file.

27.  The following variables have invalid/undocumented codes within the survey docuemtnation:

	Variable
	Invalid Code
	# of Records with Invalid Code

	QTYPE
	11
	1

	QEMPLOY1
	9
	6

	QEMPLOY1
	11
	2

	QEMPLOY1
	17
	1

	QATTEND
	3
	36

	QMODA9
	Valid values are 1-9; data contains responses from 1 to 999
	1023 total

	QMODD10
	Valid values are 1, 2, 8, and 9; data file contains values from 1 to 1000, 9998, and 9999
	131 total

	QMODD171 to QMODD175
	Valid values are 1, 2, 8, and 9; data file contains responses from 1 to 4, 8, and 9
	31, 5, 2, 1, and 1for each question respectively
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