Note to Researchers

Using Arizona Department of Employment Services

Public Use Data

September 2001

ORC Macro, TA contractor for the Welfare Outcomes Data Files, September 2001, compiled the following notes for researchers.  After reviewing the Arizona Department of Employment Services Public Use Data and supporting documentation, the following items were found to be worth noting for future users:

1. For the SAS input statement “Azdesadm.sas:”

· When reading in the variables, users need to use the print format value for the width, instead of the column width value.

· There seems to be a shift in the data file starting with variable RANGE498, or the layout width is different.

· For the SAS program to work, following variable names were changed: 

· CS$M0101 to CSM0101 through CS$M024

·  CS$YEAR to CSYEAR\

2. For the SAS input statement “Azdessur.sas:”

· When reading in the variables, users need to use the print format value for the width, instead of the column width value.

· There seems to be a shift in the data file starting with variable Q402, this changes the width from 5 to 2.

· For the SAS program to work, we changed the following variable names: 

· CS$YEAR2 to CSYEAR2

· FILTER_$ to FILTER

3. For the administrative data:

· The state added 17 cases to the data file one year after the original report; therefore the fourth quarter data published in the report do not match the data in the data file.  This affects employment by not food stamps or Medicaid.

4. For the survey data:

· the ratio of unsanctioned cases to sanctioned cases is 4:1.  The administrative data accurately reflects this weight.  When the survey was fielded, the researchers did not sample to reflect this demographic population and so decided to weight the survey data to reflect the population.  However, and error was made in the report and a weight of 5:1 was applied. The data has to be corrected to re-weight the sample to 1:1 and then the correct weight of 4:1 has to be applied.  

· The dataset currently contains both one-month and two-month leavers. To meet the ASPE definition of leavers used in the grantee studies, drop all cases that returned within one month of exit.  

· The survey asks the same series of questions for pre-exit, year after exit, and month prior to survey, but the codebook does not explain this numbering sequence.  Examining the survey is the only way to discover this information. 

5. The input statement defines all of the variables as character. The data have to be converted to real numbers either in the input statement or in the user’s software. These data types can be easily changed by first referencing the layout provided, and then editing the input statement.

6.
Researchers should be aware that both the administrative and survey data files for this study are very large.  Many programs will truncate the files when opening them, so it is necessary to first know the specifications for the program being used before opening the data for viewing or commencing analysis. 
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