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PROJECT AND DOCUMENTATION NARRATIVE

I. PROJECT NARRATIVE

A. Project Overview

The study of Cuyahoga County welfare leavers was undertaken by Cuyahoga Work and Training as part of a grant from the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). The Manpower Demonstration Research Corporation, in collaboration with Case Western Reserve University, conducted the research and analysis and prepared the final report. The Cuyahoga study was designed to inform local administrators and policy analysts about the circumstances of families leaving welfare. Specifically, the study was designed to address the following key questions: 

Who are the welfare leavers, and what are their background characteristics? How do pre-TANF leavers compare with Post-TANF leavers? 

What are the earnings and employment experiences of pre- and post-TANF welfare leavers? 

To what extent do pre- and post-TANF leavers return to welfare? What public and other supports do leavers rely on after they stop receiving cash assistance?

What is the level of material well-being of post-TANF welfare leavers? What are their income sources, and what types of hardship do they experience?

To address these questions, the research focused on the post-exit experiences of two groups of welfare leavers: a pre-TANF group of leavers who exited welfare in quarter 3 of 1996 and a post-TANF group who exited welfare in quarter 3 of 1998. Cases of all single, female adult parents that closed in quarter 3 of 1996 and 1998 and did not reopen within two consecutive months of closing were included in this study. This definition of a welfare leaver was adopted by most of the grantees funded by HHS to undertake leavers studies.

Outcomes were examined for approximately 6,151 adult welfare leavers. Administrative data were used to track welfare leavers for a total of nine quarters, including four quarters pre- exit, the quarter of exit, and four quarters post-exit. The welfare administrative records were the main source of data for selected background characteristics of welfare leavers, as well as monthly AFDC/TANF, Food Stamp, and Medicaid receipt. Wage files were obtained to examine pre- and post-exit employment rates and earnings patterns for the leavers. 

Two reports, an interim and a final report, entitled “Monitoring Outcomes for Cuyahoga County’s Welfare Leavers: How Are They Faring?” have been released as part of this research project. The final report can be accessed from MDRC’s website: www.mdrc.org. As per the requirements of ASPE, the data collected for this study are being released to the National Center for Health Statistics so that they may be available, in the form of restricted access data files, for further research on the topics of welfare leavers. 

The documentation accompanying the data files can be grouped in three sections. The first section provides a brief description of the scope and design of the study, data sources, and sample definitions.  Readers are urged to access the full report (also included as part of the documentation, see section III) for a full description of the study and methodology. Section II provides the technical and programming details for the administrative records and survey data files. The section also includes a copy of the survey questionnaire. A copy of the final report is included in the final section. 

B. Summary of Restricted Access Data
The administrative data analyses and the corresponding welfare outcomes files include longitudinal administrative records data that compare demographic characteristics, employment, and public assistance outcomes for the 1996 and 1998 exit cohorts.

The monthly income maintenance files (IMFs) supplied by the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) to Cuyahoga County are the primary administrative data sources for this study. The files are a monthly extract made for each county from the state’s client registration system. IMF tapes were used to identify samples and to track benefits and program use for each assistance group and recipient after exit. The files contain information on AFDC and Food Stamp benefit receipt and Medicaid eligibility along with basic demographic information on recipients. Individuals identified as welfare leavers for this study were tracked for 12 months post-exit to determine whether they returned to cash assistance at any time during the period of observation. The administrative records data were also examined to see if leavers were still receiving Food Stamps or medical assistance after their exit.

Employment information for all adult recipients who left cash assistance was obtained for the four quarters preceding and following the quarter of their exit from ODJFS. ODJFS maintains records of employment and earnings under its unemployment insurance system. Almost all employers in Ohio are covered by this program and report the employment and earnings of their workers to the state. Workers who are self-employed, employed by the federal government, or work “off the books’’ are not in this database.

Administrative records were available for the entire population of welfare leavers in quarter 3 of 1996 and 1998. These two populations are compared in this report on a number of outcomes and characteristics. We do not report tests of statistical significance for these comparisons because populations rather than samples are being compared. Instead, in this report we focus on the size and direction of change from 1996 to 1998. Since only one quarter was studied in each of the years, we cannot determine whether the findings are generalizable to leavers in other quarters. 

To supplement the administrative records analysis, a subcontractor to MDRC administered a 30-minute interview to a sample of 306 TANF leavers who went off cash assistance in the third quarter of 1998. The interviews were conducted between September, 1999 and April, 2000, about 13 to 20 months following exit from welfare; close to 50 percent of the survey respondents were interviewed by early December, 2000. The interviews were administered primarily by telephone, with in-person interviews for those who could not be reached by phone. Eighty percent of the sample responded to the survey. Survey findings presented in the body of this report are weighted to compensate for the fact that recipients with more months on welfare had a higher probability of selection. Based on comparisons of the weighted samples of respondents and nonrespondents, we find little indication of response bias. The survey response analysis, included in this documentation,  provides a fuller discussion of the data and methods used to conduct the response bias analysis for the survey sample. The appendix also describes how the weights were calculated for the survey sample.

The survey focused on topics that cannot be examined from administrative records alone. For example, the survey data on reasons for leaving welfare and reasons for returning to welfare assistance supplements the administrative records analysis of welfare exits and returns. Further, the survey also provides rich information on leavers’ job characteristics, income sources, housing circumstances and material well-being. An 80 percent response rate was achieved on the survey. 

In order to protect confidentiality, most identifiers and character variables were dropped from the files. This includes, but is not limited to, social security numbers, names, contact information, and respondents exact date of birth. 

C. Study population Description

This is a study of single, adult female heads of assistance groups that stopped receiving cash assistance, for at least 2 months, in the third quarters of 1996 and 1998. Given the large numbers of one-month interruptions in welfare spells due to administrative reasons, this study excludes individuals who exited welfare for less than two months.  Using “two months off benefits” as a criterion for sample selection provides a conservative estimate of welfare exits and will result in findings that cannot be compared with studies that include cases that are closed for just one month. Studies that include all cases that close, instead of the “two months off” criteria, find lower levels of employment and shorter spells off welfare. Male-headed assistance groups were not included due to their small numbers and the fact that they typically have different labor market experiences than women. Child only assistance cases were also excluded because they are not subjected to the same work requirements and sanction policies as adults. 

To find the adults who left cash benefits in quarter 3, 1996, and quarter 3, 1998 we began with the females, age 18 and over receiving AFDC-R in June of each of the years. AFDC-R is the code for cash assistance to single parents used in Ohio’s public assistance data system. These recipients were matched with July and August benefit information. Female adults who received AFDC in June but not in July and August were classified as leavers. Similarly, adult females receiving AFDC-R in July were matched with August and September benefit data and classified as leavers if they received AFDC-R in July but not in August and September. Finally, adult females receiving AFDC-R in August, but not in September and October also were classified as 3rd quarter leavers. The next step was to identify the children who were in the AFDC assistance groups with these adult leavers in the month prior to exit and to determine whether these children also stopped receiving cash. Cases in which the adult left but one or more children stayed on cash were excluded from the analysis. These exclusions resulted in an exit cohort for 1996 of 2,794 adult women and 3,357 adult women for 1998. Thus, the exit cohorts are made up of all single, adult females and the children in their assistance group in the month prior to exit who stopped receiving cash assistance in either July, August or September and remained off welfare for the next consecutive month as well.

Section II

 TECHNICAL AND PROGRAMMING INFORMATION

Administrative Data File Guide 

for ARPUF_A

	File Name


	ARPUF_A.dat

ARPUF_A.sd2



	File Type


	Both ASCII and SAS



	Data Included in the File


	Basic demographic, AFDC/TANF, Food stamps, Medicaid eligibility and UI/OBES employment and earnings data.



	Number of Observations


	6,151

	Record Format


	ASCII – Variable

SAS – Versions 6



	Maximum Record length


	584



	Record Identification variable/Sort Key


	UNIQUEID



	Unit of Analysis


	Case Head

	Relating or Linking Files


	May be linked to the child file (ARPUF_K) and the survey file using the variable UNIQUEID.

As a result of adults having more than one child, the match to the child file will be ‘one-to-many’.



	File Description


	File includes administrative and employment data for pre- and post-TANF exit cohorts- i.e., leavers who went off welfare in quarter 3 of 1996 and 1998. The cohortrs can be identified in the file by using the variable COHORTID, where 0=Q3 1996 leavers and 1= Q3 1998 leavers.




Administrative Data File Guide 

for ARPUF_K

	File Name


	ARPUF_K.dat

ARPUF_K.sd2



	File Type


	Both ASCII and SAS



	Data Included in the File


	Basic demographic and Medicaid eligibility data.



	Number of Observations


	11,176



	Record Format


	ASCII – Variable

SAS – Version 6



	Maximum Record length


	121



	Record Identification variable/Sort Key


	CHLD_ID

	Unit of Analysis


	Children of Adult Exiters

	Relating or Linking Files


	May be linked to the adult file (ARPUF_A) and other children in their Assistance Group using the variable UNIQUEID.



	File Description


	File inlcudes demographic and administrative Mediciad data for children in pre- and post-TANF cohorts. 

The cohortrs can be identified in the file by using the variable COHORTID, where 0=Q3 1996 leavers and 1= Q3 1998 leavers




Administrative Data Descriptive Information Table

for Administrative Data
	Data Type


	AFDC/TANF and Food stamp benefit receipt and Medicaid eligibility


	Acronym/State Reference


	AFDC/TANF



	Source Agency & Program


	Income Maintance Files (IMF) 

Ohio Department of Job and Family Services
 (ODJFS)



	Data Source


	Data Collected By: IMF extracts are provided to Cuyahoga County from the state's client registration system (CRIS-E)
Data Updates: Extracts are supplied to the county on a monthly basis.


	Time Period Covered in File


	Q3 1996: July 1995-September 1997

Q3 1998: July 1997-September 1999



	Unit of Analysis


	Adult female case heads leaving AFDC/TANF


	Description of Population Included in File


	Single, adult female heads of assistance groups with at least one child who stopped receiving cash assistance for at least 2 months in the third quarters of 1996 and 1998.
This study excludes individuals who exited welfare for less than two months.


	Total Number of Records/Cases Reported in File


	Adult: 1996-2,794; 1998-3,357; Total-6,151

Children: 1996-4,833; 1998-6,343; Total-11,176

	Matching


	Each adult is assigned an individual id number (UNIQUEID). This id can be used to link the adults to their children found in the child file (ARPUF_K). This link will result in a one-to many match due to adults having multiple children.


	File Location(s)


	The adult file (ARPUF_A) contains demographic, AFDC, Food stamp and Medicaid data found in the IMF files.

The child file (ARPUF_K) contains demographic and Medicaid enrollment data.



	Data Limitations


	The IMF database does not contain partial AFDC/TANF payments but only the monthly-authorized amount of the grant.

An additional limitation of the IMF database is that it is extracted from the CRIS_E system at a specific point in time. Thus, it may be missing changes that occur in a recipients’ status and benefits after that date.




Administrative Data Descriptive Information Table 

for Employment and Earnings Data

	Data Type


	Employment and earnings information.



	Acronym/State Reference


	UI/OBES



	Source Agency & Program


	Under the Unemployment Insurance (UI) system, the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS), formerly the Ohio Bureau of Employment Services (OBES) maintains records of employment and earnings.



	Data Source


	Data Collected By: UI/ODJFS

Data Updates: Receive reports on quarterly employment status.



	Time Period Covered in File


	Quarter 3 1996: Third quarter 1995- Third quarter 1997

Quarter 3 1998: Third quarter 1997-Third quarter 1999



	Unit of Analysis


	Adult female case heads leaving AFDC/TANF


	Description of Population Included in File


	Single, adult female heads of assistance groups with at least one child who stopped receiving cash assistance for at least 2 months in the third quarters of 1996 and 1998.
This study excludes individuals who exited welfare for less than two months.


	Total Number of Records/Cases Reported in File


	Exit cohorts:1996-2,794; 1998- 3,357;

Total: 6,151     


	Matching


	Each adult was linked to UI wage data by their Social Security Number.



	File Location(s)


	Employment and earnings information can be found in the adult file (ARPUF_A) 



	Data Limitations


	Most employers in Ohio are covered by the Unemployment Insurance system and report the employment and earnings of their workers to the state. However, workers who are self employed, employed by the Federal government, or work ‘off the books’ are not in this database.




Dictionary for Cuyahoga Post-TANF Project

  Adult exit cohorts

	Variable Name
	Description/Source
	Time Period Covered
	Data Limitations
	Allowable Values and Formats
	Included in Administrative Data Report

	
	
	
	
	
	

	AGE_AM00
	Individual’s age in month of exit. 


	
	
	1=18-19

2=20-24

3=25-29

4=30-34

5=35-39

6=40-44

7=45 and over
	Yes

	CASE_AGE
	Individual’s year of birth. 

*IMF files.
	
	
	YYYY
	Yes

	CASE_SEX
	Individual’s gender.

*IMF files.
	
	
	F=Female

M=Male
	Yes

	CASERACE
	Individual’s ethnicity.

*IMF files.
	
	
	1=White

2=African-American

3=Hispanic

4=Asian

5=Native American

6=Other
	Yes

	CASETYPE
	The case’s designation as a single parent, two-parents or child-only Assistance Group. (ADC-R)

*IMF files.
	Case designation at time of exit.
	
	1=single parent

2=two parent

3=child only

4=other
	

	CHLDAM00
	Number of children in the AG during the month of exit.

Created by determining individual’s status as a child or adult and then counting all child members of specified Assistance Group.
	
	
	1=one child

2=two children

3=three children

4=four or more children
	Yes

	COHORTID
	Flag created to distinguish members of the each exit cohorts.
	
	
	0=Q3 1996

1=Q3 1998
	

	COUNTYCD
	County of residence at time of exit. (State/county FIPS code)
	
	
	39035

Ohio – 39

Cuyahoga County - 035
	

	EARNAQ00-04 EARNBQ01-04
	Dollar amount of quarterly earnings.

**UI/OBES
	Quarter of exit and 4 quarters pre- and post.

1996: 3q95-3q97

1998: 3q97-3q99


	Those self employed, employed by the federal government or working ‘off the books’ are not included in the database.
	Dollar amount

Missing values. identified by a –2.
	Yes

	EMP4QB
	Number of quarters employed prior to exit.
	1996: 3q95-2q96

1998: 3q97-2q98
	Those with earnings greater than 10,000 or less than 100 are not considered to be employed.
	Number 0-4
	Yes

	EXITDATE
	Month and year individual no longer received AFDC benefits.
	
	
	MMYYYY
	Yes

	FOODAM00-12 FOODBM01-12
	Indication of food stamp receipt.

*IMF files
	Month of exit and 12 months pre- and post.
	
	0=no receipt

1=receipt
	Yes

	MEDRAM00-12 MEDRBM01-12
	Indication of Medicaid receipt.

*IMF files
	Month of exit and 12 months pre- and post.
	
	0=no receipt

1=receipt
	Yes

	SURVFLAG
	Flag created to distinguish individuals selected for the survey.
	
	
	0=not surveyed

1=surveyed
	

	TNFBAM00-12 TNFBBM00-12
	Benefits paid to case during given month

*IMF files
	Month of exit and 12 months pre- and post.
	The IMF database does not contain partial AFDC/TANF payments but only the monthly-authorized amount of the grant.
	Dollar amount.

Missing values identified by –2 value.
	

	TNFRAM00-12

TNFRBM01-12
	Indication of ADC/TANF receipt.

*IMF files
	Month of exit and 12 months pre- and post.
	
	0=no receipt

1=receipt
	Yes

	TNFR3YB
	Number of months on cash assistance in previous 3 years.

Created by calculating the number of months on cash assistance in the previous 3 years.
	1996: July 93-Aug 96

1998: July 95-Aug 98
	
	1=1 to 12 months

2=13 to 24 months

3=25 to 36 months
	Yes

	TOTCAM00
	Number of individuals in the AG during the month of exit. 

Created by counting all members of specified Assistance Group.
	
	
	Numeric count of individuals.
	

	UNIQUEID
	10-digit identifier

Each adult exiter was assigned a random number, which is preceded, by a 0 and the State FIPS code.
	
	
	
	

	URBRURAL
	Flag created to distinguish residence as an urban or rural area.
	
	
	0=rural

1=urban
	


*Income Maintenance Files (IMF). 

**Ohio Bureau of Employment Statistics Unemployment Insurance (UI) system  (OBES/UI)

Children of adult exiters

	Variable Name
	Description/Source
	Time Period Covered
	Data Limitations
	Allowable Values and Formats
	Included in Administrative Data Report

	
	
	
	
	
	

	CHLD_AGE
	Child’s year of birth

*IMF
	
	
	YYYY
	

	CHLD_ID
	10-digit child id number 
	
	
	
	

	CHLD_SEX
	Child’s gender

*IMF
	
	
	F=Female

M=Male
	

	CHLDRACE
	Child’s ethnicity

*IMF
	
	
	1=White

2=African-American

3=Hispanic

4=Asian

5=Native American

6=Other
	

	COHORTID
	Flag distinguishing members of two cohorts.
	
	
	0=Q3 1996

1=Q3 1998
	

	EXITDATE
	Month and year individual exited welfare.
	
	
	MMYYYY
	Yes

	MEDCAM00-12 MEDCBM01-12
	Indication of Medicaid receipt.

*IMF files
	Month of exit and 12 months pre- and post.
	
	0=no receipt

1=receipt
	Yes

	UNIQUEID
	10-digit identifier, which links the child to the adult file (ARPUF_A) and other children of the same Assistance Group.
	
	
	
	


*Alphabetical listing of variables

           Input statements for Administrative Record Data File

Adult exit cohorts: ARPUF_A.dat

Children of exiting adults: ARPUF_K.dat

proc format;

  value agrp 
1 = '18-19 years old'

             

2 = '20-24 years old'

             

3 = '25-29 years old'

             

4 = '30-34 years old'

             

5 = '35-39 years old'

             

6 = '40-44 years old'

             

7 = '45 years and older';

 value racenm 
1 = 'White non-Hispanic'

              
2 = 'African American non-Hispanic'

              
3 = 'Hispanic'

              
4 = 'Asian'

              
5 = 'Native American'

              
6 = 'Other';

 value histg 
1 = '1 to 12 months'

             

2 = '13 to 24 months'

             

3 = '25 to 36 months';

 value kidgrp 
1 = 'One child'

               
2 = 'Two children'

               
3 = 'Three children'

               
4 = 'Four or more children';

   infile adult
 lrecl=585;

   input 

@1  

UNIQUEID $10.

       

@11

CASE_SEX $1.


   
@12
 
CASERACE 4.


@16

CASE_AGE 4.


@20

AGE_AM00 8.


@28

CHLDAM00 8.


@36 

TOTCAM00 8.


@44

EXITDATE 8.


@52 

COUNTYCD 8.


@60 

URBRURAL 3.


@63 

CASETYPE 3.


@66 

COHORTID 3.


@69 

SURVFLAG 3.


@72 

(MEDRAM00-MEDRAM12) (13*3.) 

    
@111

(MEDRBM01-MEDRBM12) (12*3.)



@147 

(FOODAM00-FOODAM12) (13*3.) 


@186 

(FOODBM01-FOODBM12) (12*3.)



@222

(TNFRBM01-TNFRBM12) (12*3.)

      

 @258 

(TNFRAM00-TNFRAM12) (13*3.)

       

@297 

(TNFBBM01-TNFBBM12) (12*8.)



@393 

(TNFBAM00-TNFBAM12) (13*8.)



@497

TNFR3YB 8.
@505

(EARNBQ01- EARNBQ04) (4*8.)

              @537

(EARNAQ00- EARNAQ04) (5*8.)



@577

EMP4QB 8.
        ;


   format  age_am00 agrp. caserace racenm. chldam00 kidgrp. tnfr3yb histg.;

No formats on the variables in the child file (ARPUF_K)

  infile kids  lrecl=118;

   input
 
@1

CHLD_ID $10.



@11  

UNIQUEID $10.  

       
@21

CHLD_SEX $1.


   
@22
 
CHLDRACE $1.



@23

CHLD_AGE 4.


@27

COHORTID 8.


@35

EXITDATE 8.


@43 

(MEDCAM00-MEDCAM12) (13*3.) 

    

@82 

(MEDCBM01-MEDCBM12) (12*3.)
Data File: Adult exit cohorts

                                     The CONTENTS Procedure

         Data Set Name: MDRC.ARPUF_A                         Observations:         6151

         Member Type:   DATA                                 Variables:            124

         Engine:        V6                                   Indexes:              0

         Created:       7:49 Wednesday, May 2, 2001          Observation Length:   487

         Last Modified: 7:49 Wednesday, May 2, 2001          Deleted Observations: 0

         Protection:                                         Compressed:           NO

         Data Set Type:                                      Sorted:               NO

         Label:

                          -----Engine/Host Dependent Information-----

         Data Set Page Size:         16384

         Number of Data Set Pages:   188

         First Data Page:            1

         Max Obs per Page:           33

         Obs in First Data Page:     1

         Number of Data Set Repairs: 0

         File Name:                  d:\arpuf_a.sd2

         Release Created:            6.08.00

         Host Created:               WIN

                      -----Alphabetic List of Variables and Attributes-----

       #    Variable    Type    Len    Pos    Format     Label

     ƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒ

     112    AGE_AM00    Num       8    381    AGRP.

     113    CASERACE    Num       8    389    RACENM.

     119    CASETYPE    Num       8    437

     122    CASE_AGE    Num       8    461

     101    CASE_SEX    Char      1    300

     111    CHLDAM00    Num       8    373    KIDGRP.

     120    COHORTID    Num       8    445

     117    COUNTYCD    Num       8    421

     106    EARNAQ00    Num       8    333

     107    EARNAQ01    Num       8    341

     108    EARNAQ02    Num       8    349

     109    EARNAQ03    Num       8    357

     110    EARNAQ04    Num       8    365

     105    EARNBQ01    Num       8    325

     104    EARNBQ02    Num       8    317

     103    EARNBQ03    Num       8    309

     102    EARNBQ04    Num       8    301

     115    EMP4QB      Num       8    405               No. Qtrs. Employed Prior to Exit

     116    EXITDATE    Num       8    413               

      26    FOODAM00    Num       3     75

      27    FOODAM01    Num       3     78

      28    FOODAM02    Num       3     81

      29    FOODAM03    Num       3     84

                               Data  File: Adult exit cohorts                              

                                     The CONTENTS Procedure

                      -----Alphabetic List of Variables and Attributes-----

       #    Variable    Type    Len    Pos    Format     Label

     ƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒ

      30    FOODAM04    Num       3     87

      31    FOODAM05    Num       3     90

      32    FOODAM06    Num       3     93

      33    FOODAM07    Num       3     96

      34    FOODAM08    Num       3     99

      35    FOODAM09    Num       3    102

      36    FOODAM10    Num       3    105

      37    FOODAM11    Num       3    108

      38    FOODAM12    Num       3    111

      39    FOODBM01    Num       3    114

      40    FOODBM02    Num       3    117

      41    FOODBM03    Num       3    120

      42    FOODBM04    Num       3    123

      43    FOODBM05    Num       3    126

      44    FOODBM06    Num       3    129

      45    FOODBM07    Num       3    132

      46    FOODBM08    Num       3    135

      47    FOODBM09    Num       3    138

      48    FOODBM10    Num       3    141

      49    FOODBM11    Num       3    144

      50    FOODBM12    Num       3    147

       1    MEDRAM00    Num       3      0

       2    MEDRAM01    Num       3      3

       3    MEDRAM02    Num       3      6

       4    MEDRAM03    Num       3      9

       5    MEDRAM04    Num       3     12

       6    MEDRAM05    Num       3     15

       7    MEDRAM06    Num       3     18

       8    MEDRAM07    Num       3     21

       9    MEDRAM08    Num       3     24

      10    MEDRAM09    Num       3     27

      11    MEDRAM10    Num       3     30

      12    MEDRAM11    Num       3     33

      13    MEDRAM12    Num       3     36

      14    MEDRBM01    Num       3     39

      15    MEDRBM02    Num       3     42

      16    MEDRBM03    Num       3     45

      17    MEDRBM04    Num       3     48

      18    MEDRBM05    Num       3     51

      19    MEDRBM06    Num       3     54

      20    MEDRBM07    Num       3     57

      21    MEDRBM08    Num       3     60

      22    MEDRBM09    Num       3     63

      23    MEDRBM10    Num       3     66

      24    MEDRBM11    Num       3     69

      25    MEDRBM12    Num       3     72

                               Data  File: Adult exit cohorts                              

                                                                     1

                                     The CONTENTS Procedure

                      -----Alphabetic List of Variables and Attributes-----

       #    Variable    Type    Len    Pos    Format     Label

     ƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒ

     121    SURVFLAG    Num       8    453

      76    TNFBAM00    Num       3    225

      77    TNFBAM01    Num       3    228

      78    TNFBAM02    Num       3    231

      79    TNFBAM03    Num       3    234

      80    TNFBAM04    Num       3    237

      81    TNFBAM05    Num       3    240

      82    TNFBAM06    Num       3    243

      83    TNFBAM07    Num       3    246

      84    TNFBAM08    Num       3    249

      85    TNFBAM09    Num       3    252

      86    TNFBAM10    Num       3    255

      87    TNFBAM11    Num       3    258

      88    TNFBAM12    Num       3    261

      89    TNFBBM01    Num       3    264

      90    TNFBBM02    Num       3    267

      91    TNFBBM03    Num       3    270

      92    TNFBBM04    Num       3    273

      93    TNFBBM05    Num       3    276

      94    TNFBBM06    Num       3    279

      95    TNFBBM07    Num       3    282

      96    TNFBBM08    Num       3    285

      97    TNFBBM09    Num       3    288

      98    TNFBBM10    Num       3    291

      99    TNFBBM11    Num       3    294

     100    TNFBBM12    Num       3    297

     114    TNFR3YB     Num       8    397    HISTG.

      63    TNFRAM00    Num       3    186

      64    TNFRAM01    Num       3    189

      65    TNFRAM02    Num       3    192

      66    TNFRAM03    Num       3    195

      67    TNFRAM04    Num       3    198

      68    TNFRAM05    Num       3    201

      69    TNFRAM06    Num       3    204

      70    TNFRAM07    Num       3    207

      71    TNFRAM08    Num       3    210

      72    TNFRAM09    Num       3    213

      73    TNFRAM10    Num       3    216

      74    TNFRAM11    Num       3    219

      75    TNFRAM12    Num       3    222

      51    TNFRBM01    Num       3    150

      52    TNFRBM02    Num       3    153

      53    TNFRBM03    Num       3    156

      54    TNFRBM04    Num       3    159

      55    TNFRBM05    Num       3    162

      56    TNFRBM06    Num       3    165

                               Data  File: Adult exit cohorts                              

                                     The CONTENTS Procedure

                      -----Alphabetic List of Variables and Attributes-----

       #    Variable    Type    Len    Pos    Format     Label

     ƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒ

      57    TNFRBM07    Num       3    168

      58    TNFRBM08    Num       3    171

      59    TNFRBM09    Num       3    174

      60    TNFRBM10    Num       3    177

      61    TNFRBM11    Num       3    180

      62    TNFRBM12    Num       3    183

     123    TOTCAM00    Num       8    469               Number of people in AG before exit

     124    UNIQUEID    Char     10    477

     118    URBRURAL    Num       8    429

                                   Data  File: Child file   

                                     The CONTENTS Procedure

         Data Set Name: MDRC.ARPUF_K                         Observations:         11176

         Member Type:   DATA                                 Variables:            32

         Engine:        V6                                   Indexes:              0

         Created:       7:49 Wednesday, May 2, 2001          Observation Length:   121

         Last Modified: 7:49 Wednesday, May 2, 2001          Deleted Observations: 0

         Protection:                                         Compressed:           NO

         Data Set Type:                                      Sorted:               NO

         Label:

                          -----Engine/Host Dependent Information-----

         Data Set Page Size:         12288

         Number of Data Set Pages:   112

         First Data Page:            1

         Max Obs per Page:           101

         Obs in First Data Page:     65

         Number of Data Set Repairs: 0

         File Name:                  d:\arpuf_k.sd2

         Release Created:            6.08.00

         Host Created:               WIN

                      -----Alphabetic List of Variables and Attributes-----

                #    Variable    Type    Len    Pos    Label

               ƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒ

               29    CHLDRACE    Char      1     94

               31    CHLD_AGE    Num       8    103

               32    CHLD_ID     Char     10    111

               28    CHLD_SEX    Char      1     93

               26    COHORTID    Num       8     75

               30    EXITDATE    Num       8     95    

                1    MEDCAM00    Num       3      0

                2    MEDCAM01    Num       3      3

                3    MEDCAM02    Num       3      6

                4    MEDCAM03    Num       3      9

                5    MEDCAM04    Num       3     12

                6    MEDCAM05    Num       3     15

                7    MEDCAM06    Num       3     18

                8    MEDCAM07    Num       3     21

                9    MEDCAM08    Num       3     24

               10    MEDCAM09    Num       3     27

               11    MEDCAM10    Num       3     30

               12    MEDCAM11    Num       3     33

               13    MEDCAM12    Num       3     36

               14    MEDCBM01    Num       3     39

               15    MEDCBM02    Num       3     42

               16    MEDCBM03    Num       3     45

               17    MEDCBM04    Num       3     48

               18    MEDCBM05    Num       3     51

                                   Data  File: Child file   

                                     The CONTENTS Procedure

                      -----Alphabetic List of Variables and Attributes-----

                #    Variable    Type    Len    Pos    Label

               ƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒ

               19    MEDCBM06    Num       3     54

               20    MEDCBM07    Num       3     57

               21    MEDCBM08    Num       3     60

               22    MEDCBM09    Num       3     63

               23    MEDCBM10    Num       3     66

               24    MEDCBM11    Num       3     69

               25    MEDCBM12    Num       3     72

               27    UNIQUEID    Char     10     83

Survey Response Analysis

The information on sources of income, household composition, job characteristics, hardship indicators, and child and family outcomes was derived primarily from the client survey. This appendix explores the extent to which the survey respondent sample is representative of the survey sample and the full cohort of 1998 leavers.

The survey sample was drawn from the 3,357 individuals who left public assistance in quarter 3, 1998. This group is referred to as the 1998 cohort in this section. A subset of this sample was selected to participate in the client survey. This is referred to as the survey sample and includes the 385 members of the 1998 cohort who were selected.
 Of this group, 306 individuals (9 percent of the report sample and approximately 80 percent of the survey sample) completed the survey.
 Sample members who completed the survey are referred to as respondents, while sample members selected for the survey who did not complete it are referred to as nonrespondents.

Whenever survey response rates are less than 100 percent, it is important to examine differences between those who responded and the remainder of the report sample. In a study like this one, two types of factors may confound the interpretation of the findings. First, the sample that was selected for the survey may be systematically different from the remainder of the report sample. This is referred to as “sampling bias.” Second, survey respondents may be systematically different from those who did not respond to the survey. This is referred to as “response bias.”  In either case, caution should be used when generalizing findings from the respondent sample to the full report sample. 


To summarize the results presented below there were systematic differences between the characteristics of the survey sample and the remainder of the 1998 cohort. To remedy the sampling bias, weights were generated to make the survey sample more representative of the 1998 cohort. After weighting, most differences between the respondent sample and the remainder of the cohort disappeared. However, even after weighting, some differences remained due to response bias. In other words, those who responded were slightly different on some background characteristics then non-respondents within the survey sample.  As a result, caution should be exercised when generalizing survey findings to the report sample. However, given the high overall response rate (80 percent of those attempted), the findings are reflective of the behavior of most of the survey sample. 

I.
Comparisons Between the Survey Sample and Report Sample


Table A.1 lists means on some background characteristics from the survey sample, the remainder of the 1998 cohort, and the weighted survey sample.
 The first two columns of Table A.1 show that there are some substantial differences between the survey sample and the remainder of the 1998 cohort. Specifically, survey sample members tend to be older, more likely to be nonwhite, and tend to have longer pre-exit public assistance histories. For example, survey sample members are over 4 years older, nearly 16 percentage points more likely to be black, and received about 1.5 months more of AFDC and Food Stamps prior to random assignment than the remainder of the 1998 cohort. Several of these differences are statistically significant. 

While Table A.1 shows that there are differences between the survey sample and the rest of the 1998 cohort, it is not clear how significant these differences are, and which variables have the most important net contribution to the bias.  To answer these questions, Table A.2 presents results of a regression of background characteristics on whether sample members were selected for the survey sample. Not surprisingly, this regression was significant (p=.0001). Based on the standardized coefficients (and a separate stepwise regression analysis) it appears that the key contributors to the bias are age and race. Further analysis determined that this bias was the result of a programming error at sample selection.

Due to the bias in the sample, weights, based on age and race, were created which give more influence to sample members with under-represented characteristics and less influence to sample members with over-represented characteristics.
 The third column of Table A.1 shows the results of this weighting. Table A.1 shows that after weighting, several of the key differences between the survey sample and the rest of the 1998 cohort disappeared. For example, whereas prior to weighting the survey sample had been nearly 4.5 years older, the weighted survey sample was actually slightly younger. Further, the difference between percentage black, which had been nearly 16 percentage points, faded to less than 2 percentage points. 

II.
Comparisons Between Respondents and Nonrespondents Within

the Survey  Sample
Overall, 80 percent of the survey sample actually completed the client survey. This response rate is higher than rates obtained in most other studies involving similar target populations. A key question for interpreting the findings from the client survey is whether the respondents are representative of the survey sample. To address this question, Table A.3 presents weighted means on background characteristics for the respondent and non-respondent samples. Because the sample members are weighted, this analysis will allow us to distinguish response bias, from the sampling bias discussed above. Multiple regression was also used to determine the extent to which the average weighted characteristics of the respondents were different from those of non-respondents. Table A.4 shows the results of this analysis. The parameter estimates in the first column capture the effect of each variable on the probability of completing the survey. The asterisks and p-values show the statistical significance of this relationship. 

Taken together, Tables A.3 and A.4 show that some response bias remains even after weighting. Although the survey sample has been made statistically comparable to the remainder of the report sample, those who responded to the survey appear to differ from those who did not, (not an unexpected finding). Table A.3 shows that survey respondents have higher earnings and higher post-exit welfare histories than non-respondents. For example, those who responded to the survey received over 3 months more of post-exit Food Stamps, on average, than those who did not respond. Further, respondents earned nearly $1800 more than non-respondents after they exited AFDC. While this might seem paradoxical, the same pattern has been seen in other studies
. The bias seems to derive from having a record in a computerized tracking system. Those in the UI or Ohio public assistance records were more likely to be surveyed. This is not uncommon since administrative systems usually have more updated contact information about respondents that allows them to be more easily located. Importantly, since this appears to have happened with both UI and welfare records, the sample is not particularly disadvantaged, nor advantaged when compared with the full survey sample. 

The F-statistic and its p-value at the bottom on the bottom of Table 4 show that, overall, the differences between survey respondents and survey non-respondents were systematic and statistically significant. However, these differences are typical of this type of study. While the weights have made the survey sample comparable to the report sample, respondents differ in some minor ways when compared to non-respondents.  Therefore, some caution should be exercised when generalizing results from the respondent sample to the full survey sample.

	Table A.1

Background Characteristics by Sampling Status

Third Quarter 1998 Welfare Leavers, Cuyahoga County



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	Survey 

Sample
	Reminder of 

1998 Exit Cohort
	Weighted 

Survey Sample
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Number of children 
	
	1.8
	1.9
	1.8
	

	Race/Ethnicity: Black (%)
	
	84.4
	68.5
	70.3
	

	Age at interview1
	
	
	34.8
	30.4
	31.1
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Employed in quarter of exit 
	
	71.4
	71.6
	70.1
	

	Not employed prior to random 
	
	19.0
	19.5
	19.0
	

	Not employed post random assignment 
	18.7
	16.6
	17.4
	

	Sum of post exit earnings 
	
	7469
	7885
	7551.1
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Number of months of AFDC received prior to exit 
	18.2
	16.7
	18
	

	Number of months of Food Stamps received prior to exit
	18.2
	16.5
	17.7
	

	Number of months eligible for Medicaid, prior to exit
	20.4
	18.8
	20.1
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Number of months of AFDC received post exit 
	4.2
	4.2
	4.0
	

	Number of months of Food Stamps received post exit         
	7.9
	7.8
	7.6
	

	Number of months eligible for Medicaid, post exit
	8.7
	8.9
	8.4
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sample size (total=3,357)
	 
	385
	2972
	385
	 

	Source: Calculations from administrative records data and follow-up survey.

	Notes:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1For nonrespondents we imputed interview dates in order to compute "age at interview"
	
	

	Tests of significance were computed as two-way difference of means t tests. 
	
	
	

	Significance levels are indicated as ***=1 percent,**=5 percent, and * = 10 percent.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Table A.2

Estimated Regression Coefficients for the Probability of Being Sampled for The Client Survey

Third Quarter 1998 Welfare Leavers, Cuyahoga County

	Variable
	Parameter 

Estimate
	Standardized Parameter
	 
	P-Value

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Intercept                            
	96.23
	0.00
	
	0.134

	Employed in quarter of exit
	0.00
	0.01
	
	0.764

	Not employed prior to random assignment
	-0.01
	-0.01
	
	0.522

	Not employed post random assignment 
	0.01
	0.01
	
	0.576

	Sum of post exit earnings
	0.00
	-0.02
	
	0.338

	Number of children 
	-0.02
	-0.07
	***
	0.000

	Black
	0.08
	0.11
	***
	0.000

	Age at interview
	0.01
	0.19
	***
	0.000

	Number of months of AFDC received prior to exit
	0.00
	-0.03
	*
	0.451

	Number of months of Food Stamps received prior to exit      
	0.00
	0.00
	***
	0.935

	Number of months eligible for Medicaid, prior to exit
	0.00
	0.10
	*
	0.033

	Number of months of AFDC received post exit
	0.00
	0.04
	*
	0.129

	Number of months of Food Stamps received post exit 
	0.00
	-0.01
	*
	0.820

	Number of months eligible for Medicaid, post exit
	0.00
	-0.04
	*
	0.237

	Exit month
	-0.01
	-0.03
	*
	0.133

	R Squared
	0.06
	
	
	

	F Statistic
	14.08
	
	
	

	P-value of F-statistic
	0.000
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Sample size
	3,357
	 
	 
	 


SOURCES:  Calculations from the follow-up survey

NOTES:   A two-tailed t-test was applied to each coefficient estimate. The column labeled "p-value" indicates the statistical significance level of the coefficient: That is, p is the probability that variation in a background characteristic did not contribute to whether or not a sample member was sampled for the survey. 

Statistical significance levels are indicated as *** = 1 percent; ** = 5 percent; * = 10 percent.  

For nonrespondents, interview date had to be imputed in order to create the "age at interview" variable.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Table A.3

	Background Characteristics By Response Status

	1998, Quarter 3 Leavers, Cuyahoga County

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	Weighted
	Weighted 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	Respondent 
	Nonrespondent 
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	Sample
	Sample
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Number of children           
	
	1.8
	1.7
	
	

	Race/Ethnicity: Black (%)
	
	70.8
	68.4
	
	

	Age at interview1
	
	
	30.9
	31.8
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Employed in quarter of exit      
	
	69.3
	73.2
	
	

	Not employed prior to random  
	
	18.8
	19.8
	
	

	Not employed post random assignment       
	16.3
	21.4
	
	

	Sum of post exit earnings            
	7924
	6157
	*
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Number of Months of AFDC received prior to exit           
	17.7
	18.1
	
	

	Number of  Months of Food Stamps  received prior to exit         
	17.5
	18.3
	
	

	Number of Months Eligible for Medicaid, prior to exit
	20.1
	20.0
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Number of Months of AFDC received post exit           
	4.3
	3.1
	
	

	Number of  Months of Food Stamps  received post exit         
	8.3
	5.1
	***
	

	Number of Months Eligible for Medicaid, post exit
	9.1
	6.0
	***
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sample size (Total=385)
	 
	306
	79
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Notes
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	For nonrespondents we imputed interview dates based on the mean interview date in order to compute "age at interview.”

	Tests of significance were computed as two way difference of means t tests. 
	
	
	

	Significance levels are indicated as ***=1 percent,**=5 percent, and * = 10 percent.
	
	


Table A.4

Estimated Regression Coefficients for the Probability of Responding to the Client Survey

Third Quarter 1998 Welfare Leavers, Cuyahoga County
	Variable
	Parameter

Estimate
	Standardized Parameter
	 
	P-Value
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Intercept                            
	217.62
	0.00
	
	0.376
	

	Employed in quarter of exit  
	-0.14
	-0.16
	*
	0.023
	

	Not employed prior to random assignment    
	0.03
	0.03
	
	0.635
	

	Not employed post random assignment      
	-0.06
	-0.05
	
	0.407
	

	Sum of post exit earnings            
	0.00
	0.17
	***
	0.006
	

	Number of children       
	0.00
	0.01
	
	0.850
	

	Black
	0.01
	0.01
	
	0.903
	

	Age at interview
	0.00
	-0.02
	
	0.668
	

	Number of months of AFDC received prior to exit           
	0.00
	0.00
	
	0.966
	

	Number of  months of Food Stamps  received prior to exit         
	-0.01
	-0.14
	*
	0.066
	

	Number of months eligible for Medicaid, prior to exit
	0.01
	0.10
	
	0.403
	

	Number of months of AFDC received post exit           
	-0.01
	-0.09
	
	0.220
	

	Number of  months of Food Stamps received post exit         
	0.01
	0.17
	**
	0.033
	

	Number of months eligible for Medicaid, post exit
	0.01
	0.17
	*
	0.062
	

	Exit month
	-0.02
	-0.04
	
	0.378
	

	R Squared
	0.0879
	
	
	
	

	F Statistic
	2.55
	
	
	
	

	P-value of F-statistic
	0.002
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Sample size
	385
	 
	 
	 
	 


SOURCES:  MDRC calculations from the client survey

NOTES:   A two-tailed t-test was applied to each coefficient estimate. The column labeled "p-value" indicates the statistical significance level of the coefficient: That is, p is the probability that variation in a background characteristic did not contribute to whether or not a sample member was sampled for the survey. 

Statistical significance levels are indicated as *** = 1 percent; ** = 5 percent; * = 10 percent.  

For nonrespondents, interview date had to be imputed in order to create the "age at interview" variable.

ANNOTATED SURVEY TABLES

The tables that used data from the survey are presented below. The tables have been annotated in order to help the user find the tabled items in the survey database. It is hoped that this will make it easier for the user to find key survey elements.

Survey Data File Guide 

	File Name


	CUYSVPUF



	File Type


	Both ASCII and SAS



	Data Included in the File


	All raw survey variables and created variables used in report tables. Raw survey variable names correspond with item numbers on survey instrument (included) created variable names are included on the annotated tables.



	Number of Observations


	305 with survey responses, 80 without (non-respondents). Total sample size is 385.

	Record Format


	ASCII – Comma Delimited

SAS – Versions 8



	Maximum Record length


	11530  



	Record Identification variable/Sort Key


	UNIQUEID



	Unit of Analysis


	Respondent

	Relating or Linking Files


	May be linked to the child file (ARPUF_K) and the administrative records file (ARPUF_A)  using the variable UNIQUEID. As a result of adults having more than one child, the match to the child file will be ‘one-to-many’.



	File Description


	File includes all survey outcomes raw and created (1441 variables). The raw variables are first on the file,,,in order of the survey instrument. Therefore, one should consult the survey instrument to lookup the item they are interested in. The survey data dictionary should provide more guidence on values and their meanings, although most variables have been formated. After the raw varibles, created variables are listed. Created variables are in no particular order, however users should use the annotated survey tables as a guide in finding important and useful created variables. 




Section III

FINAL REPORT

SOURCE:  MDRC calculations from Background Information Forms for single-parent cases randomly assigned from May 1994 through February 1995.  ��NOTES:  A total of 79 sample members whose Background Information Forms were missing are not included in the table.�        Invalid or missing values are not included in individual variable distributions.  �        Rounding may cause slight discrepancies in the calculation of sums and differences.�        aThis category includes sample members who were pregnant at the time of random assignment. �        bThe GED credential is given to those who pass the GED test and is intended to signify knowledge of basic high school subjects.�        cThis refers to the total number of months accumulated from one or more periods on an individual's own or spouse's AFDC case.  It does not include AFDC receipt under a parent's name.�        dSample members are imputed to have a 36-month time limit for the purpose of this analysis if they: received AFDC for 36 of the 60 months prior to enrollment in FTP; or were under 24 years old and did not have a high school diploma or GED; or were 24 years old and had worked fewer than three months in the year prior to enrollment in FTP. Otherwise, sample members were imputed to have a 24-month time limit.  This does not necessarily correspond to the actual time limit assigned by FTP.����   





SOURCE:  MDRC calculations from Background Information Forms for single-parent cases randomly assigned from May 1994 through February 1995.  ��NOTES:  A total of 79 sample members whose Background Information Forms were missing are not included in the table.�        Invalid or missing values are not included in individual variable distributions.  �        Rounding may cause slight discrepancies in the calculation of sums and differences.�        aThis category includes sample members who were pregnant at the time of random assignment. �        bThe GED credential is given to those who pass the GED test and is intended to signify knowledge of basic high school subjects.�        cThis refers to the total number of months accumulated from one or more periods on an individual's own or spouse's AFDC case.  It does not include AFDC receipt under a parent's name.�        dSample members are imputed to have a 36-month time limit for the purpose of this analysis if they: received AFDC for 36 of the 60 months prior to enrollment in FTP; or were under 24 years old and did not have a high school diploma or GED; or were 24 years old and had worked fewer than three months in the year prior to enrollment in FTP. Otherwise, sample members were imputed to have a 24-month time limit.  This does not necessarily correspond to the actual time limit assigned by FTP.����   








� The survey sample is not a random sample of the report sample. Further analysis revealed that the survey sample was older, had more welfare history, and was more likely to be non-white. To remedy this issue, weights were generated as will be discussed below.


� Of the 79 non-respondents, 40 could not be located. An additional 18 were located but the field period ended before the interview was completed (mostly due to missed appointments). 17 individuals did not complete a survey due to their refusal to do so. Finally, 5 sample members didn’t complete the survey either because they were incapacitated, incarcerated, deceased, institutionalized, or had a language barrier.


� The 1998 cohort was broken up into these non-overlapping groups in order to permit statistical tests.


�The weights were computed in the following manner.  The universe (sampling frame) was stratified into 12 subgroups based on race (white, black, all other) and age (18-19, 20-29, 30-39, and 40+).  The probability of selection into the sample was computed on this basis, and the sampling weight was computed as the inverse of the probability of selection. Other sources of bias were due to response, rather than sampling bias. As the extent of this bias was relatively mild, weighting was not performed to correct for this.





� See Bloom et al, 2000
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