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ORC Macro, TA contractor for the Welfare Outcomes Data Files, September 2001, compiled the following notes for researchers.  After reviewing the Cuyahoga County Welfare Leavers Study data files and supporting documentation, the following items were found to be worth noting for future users:

1.  The Table of Contents for the CD Rom is organized first by file type, and then by alphabetized by file name within the file type.

2.  Researchers should be aware that both the administrative and survey data files for this study are very large.  Many programs will truncate the files when opening them, so it is necessary to first know the specifications for the program being used before opening the data for viewing or commencing analysis. 

3.  The survey file (Cuysvpuf.sd2 or Cuysvpuf.asc) contains a large number of variables with variable labels that are very large.  If using a SAS version less than SAS version 8, the program will truncate the variable labels to a length of 40 columns. 

4.  The “Overview.doc” file contains wealth of information for researchers.  Not only does it provide a thorough project narrative, but it also includes important file information concerning both the administrative and survey data, as well as critical programming information.  This file states that it contains a copy of the final report for the Cuyahoga County Welfare Leavers Study; however, the report is missing within the document.  The report is included as part of this CD ROM.

5.  Within the adult administrative data file (ARPUF_A.SD2, or ARPUF_A.dat) the variable *TNGBBM00 is listed in the documentation, but it does not exist within the data file itself. 

6.  Within the survey file (Cuysvpuf.sd2 or Cuysvpuf.asc), the following variables were found to have invalid or undocumented codes: 

	Variable
	Invalid Code
	# Records

	RHH_1
	0
	306

	D2
	9
	1

	D4
	9
	2

	D19X_M1
	96
	22

	D19_M1
	99
	1

	D33_X6
	99
	1

	D34XM1
	99
	1

	D35X6M1
	99
	1

	D37X_M1
	99
	1

	E3
	9
	4

	E22B
	9
	1

	E24B
	9
	1

	E39B
	9
	1

	H3
	9
	1

	H19
	9
	2


Researchers may want to drop or recode these records before conducting analysis.

7.  Within the survey file and accompanying documentation, there are a number of dummy variables that are said to be coded as “0/1”, where “0” is the presence of some trait and “1” is the absence of that trait.  However, the data file and Figures 5.2 and Figure F.4 illustrate that a “0/100” coding scheme was also used where “0” again is the absence of a trait and “100” is the presence of a trait.  Researchers should keep this in mind when using the following variables: C2_2Z THROUGH C2_4Z, D10Z1 THROUGH D10Z3, FTZ, PTZ, D16Z1 THROUGH D16Z7, GTHS, E31Z, ZEROIN, HOHARD, ONE3HARD, GE4HARD, SANCT.

8.  Table 3.6, Table 3.7 and Figure 5.5 provide the most complete explanation for the variable STABLEMP’s categories and codes. 

9.  Figure 5.2 and Figure 5.4 provide the most complete explanation for the variable RECAFT’s categories and codes. 

10.  Figure 5.1 provides the most complete explanation for the variable POVCAT categories and codes. 

11.  There are no variable labels for the variable H10R2Z; IT HAS CODES OF “0/1.”

12.  The administrative-adult, administrative-kid, and survey data files all can be merged using the variable UNIQUEID.  There are duplicate UNIQUEIDS in the children’s file; this is to be expected since the unit of analysis is the adult and an adult may have more than one child.  All child records match up to an adult records when the two files are merged.  Additionally, no duplicate child Ids exit in the child administrative file.  All the survey records match up to an adult record as well. 
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