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ORC Macro, TA contractor for the Welfare Outcomes Data Files, September 2001, compiled the following notes for researchers.  After reviewing the Washington State TANF Applicants Diversion Study data files and supporting documentation, the following items were found to be worth noting for future users:

1. The Table of Contents for the CD Rom is organized first by file type, and then by alphabetized by file name within the file type.

2. Researchers should be aware that both the administrative and survey data files for these studies are very large.  Many programs will truncate the files when opening them, so it is necessary to first know the specifications for the program being used before opening the data for viewing or commencing analysis. 

3. To protect respondent confidentiality, variables H6 (respondent-reported zip code) and H7 (city of last residence) were removed.  Variable H7A (state) remains in the data file.

4. The SAS input statement included in the public use files read the data in as characters.  The data have to be converted to real numbers either in the input statement or in the user’s software.  By first referencing the layout provided, and then editing the input statement, these data types are easily changed.

For the Survey Data File:

5. Researchers should be aware that some variable names listed in the data dictionary differ from those listed in the survey itself.  For instance, the question “What is/was the distance one way from your residence to work?” is listed as B22 in the survey instrument but it is listed as B21 in the data dictionary.  The data show that variable B22 corresponds with B22 in the survey instrument.  Researchers may look to the survey instrument for valid values.  If a variable is sufficiently documented in the survey instrument, the data dictionary may not be necessary.  If the variable is not sufficiently documented in the survey instrument, the data dictionary is necessary.  

6. For many variables, value labels are included in the data file itself.  This is why all variables are read as character.  Researchers will need to determine what question was asked when looking at the data. If researchers want to conduct analyses that require numeric values, they will need to re-code the data.

7. Documentation for the following variables is unclear or not provided: 

SPOUSE

AD9B

AD9C

AD9A

D15A

E9A

B3A and B3B (the survey labels the variables below B3 with B5A and B5B; ORC Macro assumes that these two sets of variable names refer to this set of variables)

CHLD_AGE (ORC Macro assumes that this refers to the randomly selected child; see text on survey between F3 and F4)

8. There are a few variables with the codes of “D”, “R”, and “S”.   These letters could stand for Don’t Know, refusal, and Skip.

For the Admin file:

9. Some values for variables HRS445 through HRS489 (Child care hours for relevant month) and CCHRS973 through CCHRS002 (Child care hours for relevant quarter) are greater than the maximum logical values of 732 hours/month or 2190 hours/ quarter. 
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