Survey Summary Table 

for Washington State April - June 1999 Telephone Survey
Survey Description


· elephone survey of Washington State TANF leavers and TANF recipients 
· survey.asc


Description of the Study Population


· The TANF Leaver sampling frame is defined as all TANF single parent families (excluding child-only cases) meeting the following criteria:  (1) received TANF benefits in September 1998, (2) left TANF in October 1998, and  (3) did not receive TANF benefits in October or November 1998.  Leavers returning to TANF between December 1998 and the time of the survey are included in the sample.  
· The On-TANF sample frame is defined as all those single parent family recipients (excluding child-only cases) who received TANF benefits continuously for six months between October 1998 and March of 1999.  Cases that had gone off TANF by the time of the survey are also included in the sample.       

· "Exit month" in this study refers to the first month off assistance (not the last month on TANF).  Thus, the Leavers in the survey exited in October 1998 and were off for at least October and November.     



Survey Sample Design


· TANF single parent families comprise the study population; two-parent and child-only cases were excluded.  
· A stratified sample was used. 
· From the total of 4109 Leaver cases meeting the leaver definition, a stratified sample of 1000 Leavers was drawn in a two-step sampling process. The first step involved drawing a simple random sample of 700 families from the sample frame defined above.  The second step involved identifying all the remaining “rural” cases from the sample frame and over-sampling another 300 “rural” cases.  This two-step process was necessary in order achieve an approximately equal number of urban and rural Leavers.  Consequently, weights should be used to account for the stratified sample.  For the On-TANF population, intended as a comparison group, a simple random sample of 700 TANF single parent recipients was drawn from the total population of 25,715 cases.   

Number of Completed Interviews


· Leavers: 708; On-TANF: 527


Survey Response Rate


· The overall survey response rate was 73.3% (71.7% for Leavers and 75.4% for On-TANF).  See the Appendix of the final report for sample disposition details.
· The response rate was calculated by dividing the completions by the total sample size.  The total sample included everyone from the initial sample except those clients who were child only cases (and should not have been in the initial sample), clients who were non longer living, and administrative errors.  These ineligibles were only 0.8% of the initial sample (14 out of 1700).  


Survey Approach


· Telephone survey was used almost exclusively (2 cases were done on hard copy).
· The overall survey response rate was 73.3% (71.7% for Leavers and 75.4% for On-TANF).  See the Appendix of the final report for sample disposition details.


Survey Fielding Period


· conducted from April 12, 1999 through June 30, 1999


Survey Questionnaire Length


· Mean interview time = 24.3 minutes

· Median interview time = 21 minutes



Known Data Limitations


· {What limitations should researchers consider when using these data (e.g., bad survey questions, low response rate, item non-response)?}
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