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ORC Macro, TA contractor for the Welfare Outcomes Data Files, September 2001, compiled the following notes for researchers.  After reviewing the San Mateo TANF Applicants and Leavers Study data files and supporting documentation, the following items were found to be worth noting for future users:

1. The Table of Contents for the CD ROM is organized first by file type, and then by alphabetized by file name within the file type.

2. Researchers should be aware that the survey data files for this study are very large.  Many programs will truncate the files when opening them, so it is necessary to first know the specifications for the program being used before opening the data for viewing or commencing analysis. 

3. The SAS input statement included in the public use files read the survey data in as characters.  The data have to be converted to real numbers either in the input statement or in the user’s software.  By first referencing the layout provided, and then editing the input statement, these data types are easily changed.

4. For the variable PERIOD1 (PERIOD2, PERIOD3) the list of allowable values lists a value of “2” twice.  ORC Macro assumes that the third value should be a “3” rather than a “2”.

5. Annotated Survey 1, Survey 2, and Survey 3 instruments are available in hard copy format from the National Center for Health Statistics.

For the Survey 1 data file:

6. Page 11 is missing from the annotated survey instrument.  Researchers should use the Survey 2 annotated survey instrument in their review of Questions 42 through 45.

7. There are numerous “-9”s which appear to denote missing values.

8. The following variables have invalid/undocumented codes:

	Variable
	Invalid Codes
	# of Records with Invalid Codes

	Q36
	0
	465 (appears to be a “typo” on the annotated survey; according to the survey, “no” = 2 but the data show a value of 0 and no values of 2)

	Q56
	2
	351 (annotated survey says “no” = 0 but the data still show a value of 2 and no values of 0)

	Q92
	2
	197 (annotated survey says “cut off” = 0 but the data still show a value of 2 and no values of 0)

	Q1601 through Q1605
	17
	4, 1, 1, 1, and 1

	RECENT
	0
	189


9. The following variables are not well documented or are undocumented:

FC_AGE

Q101 through Q112 (not included with annotated survey instrument; survey ends at Q98)

Q25A through Q25F (annotated survey says these variables were not keyed but they are included in the file layout and data are available)

Q26B (appears to be the same information as Q26A)

Q52_CODE (no code sheet provided)

Q53_CODE (no code sheet provided)

Q53_STL (no code sheet provided)

Q96N through Q96S

DENIED

QUITAID

10. The following variables appear to be listed with different names in the file layout and annotated survey:

	Listed in file layout as:
	Listed in annotated survey as:

	INTDATE1
	INTVDATE

	Q30
	Q31 (This is a “typo”; Q30 is noted next to both question 30 and question 31) 


For the Survey 2 data file: 

11. A number of variables are duplicated in the file layout, starting with W2Q21C and ending with W2Q2A_04.  ORC Macro determined that the variables are duplicated in the data file as well.  The duplicated variables are exactly equal so the program is reading the data correctly.  No changes were made to the data file or the file layout to account for this duplication.  

12. Researchers may want to use the Survey 3 annotated questionnaire as a backup when a variable was not well documented in the Survey 2 annotated survey.

13. There are numerous “-9”s which appear to denote missing values.

14. The following variables have invalid/undocumented codes:

	Variable
	Invalid Codes
	# of Records with Invalid Codes

	W2Q31
	**
	5

	W2Q36
	0
	300 (appears to be a “typo” on the annotated survey; according to the survey, “no” = 2 but the data show a value of 0 and no values of 2)

	W2Q17A01 through W2Q17A06
	0
	16, 10, 5, 3, 1, and 1 (appears to be a coding error where all 2s were mistakenly recoded to 0; there are no values of 2)

	W2Q2S_02 through W2Q2S_08
	3
	21, 21, 18, 13 ,7, 4, and 1

	RECENT
	0
	116


15. The following variables are not well documented or are undocumented:

W2CAT

W2FCLCHD

W2FC_AGE

W2JOB

W2KIDCK

W2Q110 through W2Q112 (survey only goes to Q91)

W2Q25A through W2Q25F (annotated survey says these variables were not keyed but they are included in the file layout and data are available)

W2Q26B (appears to be the same information as W2Q26A)

W2Q52_CD (no code sheet provided)

W2Q53CD (no code sheet provided)

W2Q7A_01 through W2Q7A_12 (I think these correspond to Q1601 through Q1612 in the baseline survey)

W2Q7B_01 through W2Q7B_12 (I think these correspond to Q16A01 through Q16A12 in the baseline survey)

W2Q7N_01 through W2Q7N_12

W2Q7S_01 through W2Q7S_12

W2AD1 through W2AD10 (I assume these are the variables that are referred to as W2ADULT1 through W2ADULT10 in the data dictionary)

16. The following variables appear to be listed with different names in the file layout and annotated survey:

	Listed in file layout as:
	Listed in annotated survey as:

	INTDATE2
	W2INTVDT

	W2Q53CD
	W2Q53_CD

	W2AD1 through W2AD10
	W2ADULT1 through W2ADULT10


For the Survey 3 data file:

17. Researchers may want to use the Survey 2 annotated questionnaire as a backup when a variable was not well documented in the Survey 3 annotated survey.

18. There are numerous “-9”s which appear to denote missing values.

19. The following variables have invalid/undocumented codes:

	Variable
	Invalid Codes
	# of Records with Invalid Code

	W2Q17A01 through W2Q17A05
	0
	5, 6, 2, 1, and 1 (appears to be a coding error where all 2s were mistakenly recoded to 0; there are no values of 2)

	W2Q2S_02 through W2Q2S_08
	3
	6, 9, 7, 3 ,1, 1, and 1

	RECENT
	0
	45


20. The following variables are not well documented or are undocumented:

W3CAT

W3CHILD

W3FCLCHD

W3FC_AGE

W3Q110 through W3Q112 (survey only goes to Q91)

W3Q25A through W3Q25F (annotated survey says these variables were not keyed but they are included in the file layout and data are available)

W3Q26B (appears to be the same information as W3Q26A)

W3Q7A_01 through W3Q7A_12 (I think these correspond to Q1601 through Q1612 in the baseline survey)

W3Q7B_01 through W3Q7B_12 (I think these correspond to Q16A01 through Q16A12 in the baseline survey)

W2Q7S_01 through W2Q7S_12

W3ADULT

W2AD1 through W2AD10 (I assume these are the variables that are referred to as W2ADULT1 through W2ADULT10 in the data dictionary)

W3Q2N_01 through W3Q2N_10 are listed in the documentation but they are not listed in the file layout and are not in the data.

21. The following variables appear to be listed with different names in the file layout and annotated survey:

	Listed in file layout as:
	Listed in annotated survey as:

	INTDATE3
	W3INTVDT


PAGE  
1

