Survey Summary Table 

for Examining Circumstances of Individuals and Families Who Leave TANF:  Assessing the Validity of Administrative Data
	Survey Description


	· Survey to determine the circumstances of leavers and denied applicants in three California counties 6-18 months after exit/diversion
· Data files: survey1.asc, survey2.asc, survey3.asc


	Description of the Study Population


	· The study populations include: (1) 1-parent TANF leavers, (2) 2-parent TANF leavers, (3) TANF denied applicants, and (4) recipients of housing assistance.
· The leaver populations consist of families who exited TANF in 1998Q4, where the exit month is defined to be the first month of two consecutive months in which all members of the case become inactive.  The leaver populations included a small number of "transition to child only" cases where all adults in the assistance unit became inactive for at least two months in the time period.  These cases are identified by the "trans" variable in the survey data set.
· The denied applicant population consists of families who applied for TANF assistance in October, November, or December 1998, but were denied assistance for a specific set of non-financial reasons, and did not receive TANF assistance for at least 2 months after this application.  The denial reasons used to identify this population included:  (1) withdrawal of application by applicant, (2) failure to complete the application process, and (3) failure to comply with application procedures.  

· The housing population consists of all families with children receiving housing assistance in San Mateo and Santa Clara counties as of January 1999.  

· Child-only cases were excluded from the leaver populations.  Because of data limitations, the third and fourth sub-populations were constructed only from San Mateo and Santa Clara data.


	Survey Sample Design


	· The sampling frame consisted of all families in the population, excluding those with a primary language other than English, Spanish, or Vietnamese.  There were 1973 cases in the 1-parent sampling frame, 319 cases in the 2-parent sampling frame, 496 cases in the denied applicant sampling frame, and 5115 cases in the housing sampling frame.
· The cases in each sampling frame were sorted by primary language, exit month, and an assigned random number, and the sample was chosen by a "step" method. 
· There were 461 cases in the 1-parent sample, 199 cases in the 2-parent sample, 105 cases in the informally diverted sample, and 175 cases in the housing sample.

	Number of Completed Interviews


	· Adding across all three interview waves, there were 1231 completed interviews.


	Survey Response Rate


	· The survey response rates varied from 22 to 60 percent across the different subgroups and interview periods.  The average response rate, across all subgroups and waves, was 46 percent.
· The survey response rates are calculated by dividing the number of respondents by the sample size


	Survey Approach


	· This survey was conducted primarily in CATI mode, with a very small percentage of interviews conducted in PAPI mode.
· 


	Survey Fielding Period


	· April 1999 to September 2000


	Survey Questionnaire Length


	· Average survey administration time:  35 minutes


	Known Data Limitations


	· Data should be organized by survey period, rather than interview number, in order to use the supplied weights and replicate the analysis in the final report.  The "period" variable may be used to perform this reorganization
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