Note for Researchers Using the Missouri Study of Former TANF Clients

Public Use Data Sets

September 2001

ORC Macro, TA contractor for the Welfare Outcomes Data Files, September 2001, compiled the following notes for researchers. After reviewing the Missouri Study of Former AFDC Recipients data files and supporting documentation, the following items were found to be worth noting for future users:

1.  The Table of Contents is organized first by file type and then alphabetized by file name within file type.

2.  Researchers should be aware that both the administrative and survey data files for this study are very large.  Many programs will truncate the files when opening them, so it is necessary to first know the specifications for the program being used before opening the data for viewing or commencing analysis. 

3.  The Midwest Research Institute (MRI) conducted the survey of former AFDC Recipients, and Missouri University worked with the state in assembling the corresponding administrative data.  All of the files that MRI was responsible for creating including their name in the title, and the majority of the files produced by Missouri University contain “MU” in their file names.

4.  The original files the State of Missouri sent for review included survey files from both MRI and Missouri University.  The data files were exactly the same.  The Missouri University Survey documentation was in the same format as the Missouri University administrative data documentation.  The MRI documentation was more complete and thorough; in preparing these files for public use, ORC Macro chose to include only the MRI data and documentation.  

5.  The administrative data codebook, “Fed_MU_Admin_Code_Sheet_with_Positions,” states that there are 12,474 observations within the file.  An examination of the file reveals 199 duplicate records.  Before beginning analysis, researchers should consider deleting duplicate records and removing them from analysis. 

6. Both the administrative and survey data documentation identify the variable “RANDOM_ID” as the unique identifying variable.  ORC Macro changed this variable within both the administrative and survey data to “RANDOMID” so that it is compatible with SAS Version 8, and all lower versions of SAS.  This variable can be used to merge the administrative and survey data together for analysis. 

7.  When the survey and administrative data are merged using the RANDOMID there are 11 duplicate RANDOMIDs, but the administrative data for the duplicate RANDOMIDs are not the same.  Researchers may choose to remove these duplicated records from their analyses. 

8.  The administrative data files are missing some of their documentation.  Based on information presented in the administrative data codebook, “Fed_MU_Admin_Code_

Sheet_with_Positions,” Appendix B is incomplete and there is no Appendix C.  There is no information in Appendix B for the following variables that the codebook refers the user to for more information concerning valid codes and labels: RSOPNED (reason AFDC case opened), INCTYPE (source of income), RACE (race), INDSTA (active AFDC case for individual), FUTIND (individual eligible for FUTURES program), LEVELCRE (level of care), TRAINST (individual enrolled in training program upon entering AFDC), RECLSD (reason AFDC case closed), SANCRS (reason for individual sanction).  According to the codebook Appendix C contains a list of occupation codes; this information is missing in the documentation presented here. 

9.  Within the administrative data codebook, “Fed_MU_Admin_Code_Sheet_with_

Positions,” the documentation for the following variables is not clear: WAGE964Q-WAGE984Q, , OCCCAT, DROP, LSDATE, COUNT, DFCUST, ADATE , ICNT, IISPART, RDATE, CCNT, CANPART, I, _FREQ_, _TYPE_, SAME, CHANGED.  The lack of clarity in these variables’ documentation in some cases limits, and others prohibits, their use for analysis. 

10.  Within the survey data, the documentation for the following variables is unclear: F9_1-F9_3, F5, F5_1N - F5_9N, GEOG, C9ACD, CENSUS, POVLINEX, TANFRET, EVERMOVE, NUMJOBX, TOTCOMPX, TOTSURVX, TOTGAMBX, TOTCSUPX, TOTHELPX, TOTTANFX, TOTSSIX, E1X, EXADULT, ANYMULT, GRANDKID, NOWTANF, SOMETANF, H11X.  The lack of clarity of the documentation for these variables limits or prohibits their use in analysis. 

11. In an effort to ensure the confidentiality of individuals represented in the administrative data file, the following variables were altered:

	Variable Name
	Variable Label
	Alteration

	DOB
	Date of birth
	This variable was removed and replaced with the variables DOB_M (date of birth month) and DOB_Y (date of birth year).

	OPENDATE
	Date AFDC case opened
	This variable was removed and replaced with the variables OPENDT_M (month AFDC case opened) and OPENDT_Y (year AFDC case opened).

	ATDATE1-ATDATE7
	Date of most recent acceptance into Family Preservation Services
	These variables were removed and replaced with ATDTE1_M and ATDTE1_Y through ATDTE7_M and ATDTE7_Y for the month and year of the most recent dates of acceptance into Family Preservation Services. 

	REPT1-REPT7
	Date of most recent substantiated case of abuse or neglect
	These variables were removed an replace with REPT1_M and REPT1_Y through REPT7_M and REPT7_Y for the month and year of most recent substantiated case of abuse or neglect.

	CUSTDTE1-CUSTDTE7
	Date child most recently entered DFS protective custody
	These variables were removed an replace with CUSTDTE1_M and CUSTDTE1_Y through CUSTDTE 7_M and CUSTDTE7_Y for the month and year of most recent substantiated case of abuse or neglect.

	LSDATE
	Last DFS custody entry date
	This variable was removed and replaced with LSDATE_M and LSDATE_Y for the month and year of the last DFS custody entry date.

	ADATE
	Last acceptance date
	This variable was removed and replaced with ADATE_M and ADATE_Y for the month and year of the last acceptance date.

	RDATE
	Date of report
	This variable was removed and replaced with RDATE_M and RDATE_Y for the month and year of the report date.

	ZIP
	Zip code
	This variable was removed.
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