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Survey Overview

The Survey of Missouri Welfare Leavers from Fourth Quarter 1996 is the first wave of a two-wave project funded by Local Investment Commission (LINC), Department of Social Services (DSS), and Department of Health and Human Services, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Education (HHS ASPE).  The second wave of the survey, conducted in 2000, collected data from a cohort of Fourth Quarter 1997 leavers.  Details of that survey are not included in this report.

This survey first was designed to examine the well-being of former welfare recipients more than 2 years after they left AFDC.  The questionnaire covered:

Welfare status

Work status and earnings

Household composition

Educational attainment

Training

Household income

Health insurance coverage

Use of state-provided supports (i.e., Food Stamps, Medicaid, child care subsidies)

Use of community emergency assistance 

Child care arrangements

Deprivation

Survey findings were merged with state administrative records to obtain a fuller picture of welfare leavers. 

A unique aspect of the project was the use of a database of private community emergency assistance for individuals in the Kansas City metropolitan area.  This database allowed an analysis of leavers’ use of utility aid, food pantries, clothing banks, and other community-provided assistance.  The emergency-assistance variables, however, are not included in this dataset for reasons of confidentiality.

The findings appear in five reports available from MRI:

Chapter 1—Employment and Earnings of Former AFDC Recipients in Missouri

Chapter 2—Household Income and Poverty Status of Former AFDC Recipients in Missouri

Chapter 3—The Continuing Use of Assistance by Former Missouri AFDC Recipients in Missouri

Chapter 4—Insecurity Among Former Missouri AFDC Recipients

Chapter 5—The Use of Community-Based Emergency Assistance Among Kansas City Welfare Leavers

A summary final report will be available in early 2001.

Survey Design and Administration

The survey was designed to examine the outcomes of former welfare recipients approximately 2½ years after they exited AFDC.  The survey was administered by ORC/Macro of Burlington, Vermont.

The questionnaire was developed by MRI, with input from officials at Missouri DSS and LINC.  Wherever possible, prototype questions from other surveys of former welfare recipients or other low-income populations were used.  For example, we drew heavily from the questions on the National Survey of America’s Families (NSAF) questionnaire, specifically in the areas of child care and the use of emergency assistance.  Questions in the areas of educational attainment and health care coverage were drawn primarily from the questionnaire used in the Minnesota Family Investment Program evaluation.  Additionally, household income was collected using standard questions from the Census Bureau that were used in the Current Population Survey (CPS).  Information was collected on type and place of work, so that scores could be created based on the Standard Occupational Classification Scale. 

The questionnaire was pre-tested extensively using the following steps:

Seven face-to-face mock interviews for question wording and question flow were conducted by MRI

Operational pre-test of Computer Assisted Interview (CAI) programming was performed by ORC/Macro

Developmental pretest was conducted by ORC/Macro (five interviews)

Additional information about survey design and administration appears in the Implementation Report (1996 Survey Cohort), which is attached as an Appendix.

Study Population Definition

A sample of 1,200 cases was selected from a sampling frame of 12,508 case heads who left AFDC during the fourth quarter (October, November, or December) of 1996 and remained off assistance at least 2 months.  Child-only cases were excluded.

Survey Sample Approach

The goal of the survey was to provide reliable statewide estimates as well as regional estimates for three areas—St. Louis, Kansas City, and the rest of the state.  In order to accomplish this goal, a stratified cluster sample was used.  This complex sampling design occurred in two stages:  (1) clusters comprised of countries throughout Missouri were randomly selected, and (2) individuals who left AFDC during the fourth quarter of 1996 were randomly chosen from selected county clusters.

In addition, certain counties and county consortia were assigned as clusters with a probability selection of one; that is, they were included in the sample regardless of the random selection procedures for other county clusters.

Cluster sampling was used to minimize survey expenses associated with locating and interviewing persons scattered throughout the state.  Sampling clusters were established from the state’s four DSS regions, which were further subdivided into 17 county clusters. A total of two county clusters were then selected from each of the four regions.  A proportional sample (divided among sampled county clusters) was drawn for each region.

Thus, a sample of 1,200 individuals was drawn, with 400 from the St. Louis area, 448

 from the Kansas City area, and 352 from the rest of the state. 

 Survey Response Rate and Calculation

A 74.5 percent response rate was achieved, using the following response rate calculation: 

878 completed interviews (numerator)

(1,200 sample members) – (11 deceased respondents) – (4 cases with language barrier) – (6 cases where respondent were unable to be interviewed) (denominator)

Survey of Welfare Leavers from Fourth Quarter 1996: A 30-month Follow-up

Survey mode

Primarily Computer Assisted Telephone Interview (CATI)

83% of completes were interviewer initiated

12% of completes were respondent initiated

5% of completes were conducted via cellular telephone after field locating of respondent

Few Computer Assisted Personal Interviews (CAPI) (0.7% of completes)

Languages

Questionnaire was translated into Spanish, but no Spanish-language interviews were conducted.

Fielding period

26 weeks between March 19, 1999, and September 10, 1999

Survey management

ORC/Macro

Average survey length

40 minutes

Number of completed interviews

878 interviews

Survey response rate

74.5%

878 completed interviews/(1,200 sample members) – (11 deceased respondents) – (4 cases with language barrier) – (6 cases where respondent was unable to be interviewed)

