Survey Summary Table 

for Assessing the Family Circumstances of TANF Applicants and Leavers in Contra Costa and Alameda Counties
	Survey Description


	· Survey to determine the circumstances of leavers and denied applicants in two California counties 6-12 months after exit/denial
· Data files: survey1.asc and survey2.asc


	Description of the Study Population


	· The study included 3 sub-populations:  (1) English- and Spanish-speaking TANF leavers, (2) English- and Spanish-speaking TANF families transitioning to child-only status, and (3) English- and Spanish-speaking TANF applicants who were denied cash aid for one of a specific set of non-financial reasons.  
· The leaver population consist of families who exited TANF in July, August, and September 1999, where the exit month is defined to be the first month of two consecutive months in which all members of the case become inactive.  The leaver population includes 1- and 2-parent cases, but excludes child-only cases.
· The denied applicant population consists of families who applied for TANF assistance in July, August, and September 1999, but were denied assistance for a specific set of reasons, and did not receive TANF assistance for at least 2 months after this application.  The denial reasons used to identify this population included:  (1) withdrawal of application by applicant, (2) failure to complete the application process, and (3) failure to comply with application procedures.

· The "transition to child only" population included cases where all adults in the assistance unit became inactive for at least two months in the time period, while at least one child remained active in the TANF assistance unit.  Most of the transitions to child-only status were due to the imposition of a sanction.  

· The denied applicant sub-population was constructed only for Contra Costa County.


	Survey Sample Design


	· The sampling frame for the survey consisted of all families in the full population of families in each subgroup.  There were 2082 cases in the leaver sampling frame, 266 cases in the transition-to-child-only sampling frame, and 736 cases in the denied applicant sampling frame.
· The cases in each sampling frame were sorted by language, exit month, and a random number, and the sample was chosen by a "step" method.   
· There were 546 cases in the leaver sample, 253 cases in the transition-to-child-only sample, and 150 cases in the denied applicant sample.

	Number of Completed Interviews


	· Adding across all three interview waves, there were 1263 completed interviews.


	Survey Response Rate


	· The survey response rates varied from 57 to 75 percent across the different subgroups and interview periods.  The average response rate, across all subgroups and waves, was 67 percent.
· The survey response rates are calculated by dividing the number of respondents by the sample size


	Survey Approach


	· The surveys were conducted in PAPI mode.
· 47 percent were administered by telephone, and 53 percent were completed in-person.  


	Survey Fielding Period


	· January 2000 to November 2000


	Survey Questionnaire Length


	· Average survey administration time:  39 minutes


	Known Data Limitations


	· Data should be organized by survey period, rather than interview number, in order to use the supplied weights and replicate the analysis in the final report.  The "period" variable may be used to perform this reorganization
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