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ORC Macro, TA contractor for the Welfare Outcomes Data Files, September 2001, compiled the following notes for researchers.  After reviewing the Florida Department of Children and Families Public Use Data and supporting documentation, the following items were found to be worth noting for future users:

1. The State of Florida provided their data in two formats: (1) a series of ASCII files; and (2) a Microsoft Access database.  Researchers can choose to use one or the other for conducting their analysis. 

2. The Microsoft Access database was the first database the state created for conducting its own analysis.  Because of size limitations of tables within Microsoft Access, the State created separate tables (and later ASCII files) for each of their study populations (e.g. “Leavers”, “Diverts”, and “Opt Nots”) for each of the different types of administrative data produced (i.e. Food stamps, Medicaid, TANF, Unemployment insurance, etc.).  Within the ASCII file names, the State employed a standard method of referring to the different populations.  “Leavers” files all contain a “1” in their name; “Diverts” have a “2”; and “Opt Nots” have a “3”.  Therefore, the file “F1UI” contains Unemployment Insurance information for Leavers, and “F2UI” contains the same information for the Diverts, and “F3UI” contains the same information for the Opt Nots. 

3. Within the folder containing all of the ASCII administrative data files, there are 10 files that do not contain data, but instead contain the response categories for variables contained in the DCF data files/data tables. The response category values are included in the data dictionary.  These files have been included in the public use files as a convenience for researchers.  Researchers can write a SAS program that utilizes these files to label the data in the ASCII data files.  Within the table of contents for the public use CD ROM, we have indicated which variable is associated with which file.  

4. The file “C_PRGCOD” is a text file that apparently contains labels for variables named “program”, “subcat”, “progname”, “progtype”, “catname”, “typename”, and “track”.  However, none of these variables can be found within the Data Dictionary.  Information about these variables only exists in the record layouts. 

5. The file “Region Names” is a text file that apparently contains labels for variable named “Region”.  However, this variable cannot be found as a unique entry within the Data Dictionary.  Information about these variables only exists in the record layouts. 

6. The file “Service-desc_Categories” is a text file that apparently contains labels for variables named “Service-Desc”, “Service-Category”, and “Service.”  However, these variables cannot be found as unique entries within the Data Dictionary.  Information about these variables only exists in the record layouts. 

7. Complete birth dates (e.g. month, day, and year) were found in the original files F1DCF, F2DCF, F3DCF and the Florida Welfare Outcomes Files Access database.  To protect respondent confidentiality while preserving the date format, all of the birthdays were transformed to “01” and the original month and year values preserved.  Researchers can choose to transform further this data to represent a respondent’s age. 

8. The input statement defines all of the variables as character. The data have to be converted to real numbers either in the input statement or in the user’s software. These data types can be easily changed by first referencing the layout provided, and then editing the input statement.

9.
Researchers should be aware that both the administrative data files for this study are very large.  Many programs will truncate the files when opening them, so it is necessary to first know the specifications for the program being used before opening the data for viewing or commencing analysis. 
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