Note to Researchers concerning the District of Columbia’s TANF Leavers Public Use Data

June 2001

ORC Macro, TA contractor for the Welfare Outcomes Data Files, June 2001, compiled the following notes for researchers.  After reviewing the District of Columbia’s TANF Leavers Public Use Data and supporting documentation, the following items were found to be worth noting for future users:

1. The admin97.dat file, the admin98.dat file, and the survey98.dat file layouts contained both spaces and tabs for separating data columns.  ORC Macro replaced all of the tabs with spaces for reading the file. 

2.  The admin97.dat file, the admin98.dat file, and the survery98.dat file all originally contained complete birth dates for each record  (variable DOBPI in the administrative data and RDOB in the survey data); ORC Macro changed these variables.  The variables are still referred by their original names, but the format has been changed to only contain the month and year of birth (mm/yyyy). 

3.  The admin97 file guide.doc states that there are 1780 records in the admin97.dat data file; however, the admin97.dat file contains 1801 records.  

4.  The admin98.file guide states that there are 1304 records in the admin98.dat data file; the admin98.dat file contains 1326 records. 

5.  The survey98.dat file contains 1049 partial cases in the data file that appear to be uncompleted records. 

