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          Over the 20 year period 1984-2004, use of assistive devices by older Americans (age 65 and older)
 residing in the community increased greatly. In 1984, 72% of chronically disabled older Americans
 made some use of assistive devices, with or without additional human help to perform activities of
 daily living (i.e., tasks such as bathing, dressing, transferring, indoor and outdoor mobility, toileting,
 and eating). By 2004, the percentage of chronically disabled older Americans who relied at least
 partially on assistive technologies had risen to 90%. The percentage relying solely on assistive
 devices to manage chronic disability doubled from 13%-26% between 1984 and 2004, although most
 of this increase had occurred by 1999. Between 1999 and 2004, the increase in use of assistive
 devices was primarily as a supplement to human help. The percentage of chronically disabled elders
 who relied only on human help fell from 28% in 1984 to 10% in 2004. Because assistive device use is
 becoming more prevalent among the more severely disabled elderly, including those who continue to
 require some human assistance, this trend may help explain the increasing rate at which older
 Americans with severe disabilities are remaining in the community rather than becoming long stay
 nursing home residents. [46 PDF pages]
 ASPE SEARCH INFORMATION

        

  
    
    
    
  

    
      
    Files

                    
    Document

                        astdevup.pdf (pdf, 1.18 MB)
            



            

  
    Topics

                        Assistive and Medical Devices & Technology
            


  

  


  



      

          

      



    
    Return to top
  


      

      
                
          
            
                        

                  
          
                      
    
                  
    
    
    
                    
              
          
            About ASPE
            	
          About ASPE
        
	
          Leadership
        
	
          Offices
        
	
          Waivers & Exemptions
        
	
          Contact
        


          
        

          
                    
              
          
            Other Resources
            	
          ASPE Home
        
	
          HHS Home
        
	
          USA.gov
        
	
          Office of the Inspector General
        
	
          The White House
        
	
          Accessibility
        
	
          Budget / Performance
        
	
          Privacy Policy
        
	
          Nondiscrimination Notice
        
	
          FOIA
        
	
          Plain Writing Act
        
	
          No Fear Act
        
	
          Disclaimers
        
	
          Viewers & Players
        
	
          Glossary
        
	
          Common Acronyms
        
	
          HHS Vulnerability Disclosure Policy
        


          
        

          
                    
              
          
            Language Assistance
            	
          Spanish
        
	
          繁體中文
        
	
          简体中文
        
	
          Tiếng Việt
        
	
          한국어
        
	
          Tagalog
        
	
          Русский
        
	
          العربية
        
	
          Kreyòl Ayisyen
        
	
          Français
        
	
          Polski
        
	
          Português
        
	
          Italiano
        
	
          Deutsch
        
	
          日本語
        
	
          فارسی
        
	
          English
        


          
        

          
          

              
    
          

    
    
  





              

            

            

        
            
                  
    
  
    
          
          
Connect with Us


Don't miss the latest news from ASPE

Sign Up

        

  
  


  


            

          

                              

              


    

  
      
      
        
                    

                        
            
              
                              
                  ASPE.hhs.gov

                

              
                        
            
          


                      
                            
              
                              
                
                  Twitter
                
                

              
              
                            

                                          
                

                  
                                  

              
            

          
        

        

        
                  
            
                    
  
    
          
          Better Research for Better Policy


The Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation (ASPE) is the principal advisor to the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services on policy development, and is responsible for major activities in policy coordination, legislation development, strategic planning, policy research, evaluation, and economic analysis.
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